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His Gift of Perfect Peace 
By W. M. Czamanske 


STORM once raged on Galilee, 
A ship was tempest-tossed, 
And Thy disciples cried in fear 
To Thee, lest all be lost. 


Thy hand was raised, Thy voice rang out 
Its mighty “Peace, be still !” 

The angry. winds and waves obeyed 
Thy sovereign power and will. 


Lord Jesus, there are storms abroad, 
Distress on land and sea, 

And fear within the hearts of men 
Of what is yet to be. 


Oh, speak Thy word of peace again, 
As once in Galilee, 

For Thou alone canst give us peace, 
That perfect peace in Thee! 


vé 


In School With Christ 


Christ will not reveal the greatest 
riches of His grace to halfhearted Chris- 
tians. Many have found the peace of 
heart concerning past sins which comes 
from heeding His gracious invitation, 
“Come unto me, all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest.” They have seen in Him the Son of 
God who shed His blood for their sins, 
and having received Him as their own 
personal Saviour they can say, “There- 
fore being justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ” (Rom. 5:1). But there are 
deeper and deeper lessons to be learned 


in the Christian. lifes*and these are im- 
plied in the second part of.#hat great 
invitation, “Take my yoke upon you, 
and learn of me; for I am meek and 
lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest 
unto your souls” (Matt, 11:28, 29). Here 
is implied “the peace of God, which pass- 
eth all understanding” (Phil. 4:7), and 
which pervades and finally fills the 
heart that is wholly given to Him. He 
invites us to learn of Him; but the con- 
dition of growth in this highest, most 
satisfying, and most profitable field of 
learning is that we take His yoke upon 
us and walk with Him, in meekness and 
lowliness of heart. This:is quite con- 
trary to the spirit of the world, which 
wants its own way, believes in standing 
on its own rights, and admires the man 
who makes a success in this life. It is 
a pleasure to learn of Christ in the 
written’ Word; it may be quite a dif- 
ferent thing to learn of Him»in daily ex- 
perience. A yoke means union in serv- 
ice, and suggests that one who is so 
joined to Christ must: go forward at the 
pace He sets, neither rushing ahead nor 
lagging behind. Pastor Walti of the Bel- 
gian Gospel Mission once said that, 


x 


viewed from above, a yoke and a wagon 
tongue form the shape of a cross. Only 
as we reckon on our crucifixion with 
Christ can we learn the deepest lessons 
He has for us. This may mean letting 
our natural feelings be trampled upon, 
without answering back; carrying bur- 
dens in church and Sunday school that 
others could carry but will not; keeping 
steadily on at some post of Christian 
service where there is no visible re- 
ward and much of criticism; working 
with others that we would not naturally 
choose as companions; and bearing other 
trials that crush the flesh into the dust. 
Instant and continual obedience, by the 
grace of God, is the key to such holy 
learning. But it brings a deep and in- 
ward peace and a joy in the Lord that 
nothing else can bring. Only the Lord 
can show each one of us what lessons 
we need to learn most, and we may 
have many a shock as He reveals our 
own hearts through His Word, through 
sudden testings, and through criticism 
from others. But our joy, our peace, 
and our power will increase in propor- 
tion to our willingness to go through 
anything with Him. 


% 


Vi. “Then the Fire of the Lord Fell”’ 


This is the concluding editorial in the series, “Diagnosing Spiritual Ills, 
and the Remedy,” by J. B. Rowell, Th.D. 


6° Peon in a spiritually decaying 


condition is a soul-ruining se- 

curity,” said Dr. John Owen; and 
probably such soul-ruining security is 
at the root of much of our present-day 
spiritual ineffectiveness. 

“Then the fire of the Lord fell.” We 
stress here, the adverb of time — then. 
Again and again, in the Scripture rec- 
ord, tremendous issues have turned on 
some act of obedience, or the fulfilling 
of a condition. When all God’s require- 
ments are met, and not until then, does 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“For the Lord your God, he it 
is that fighteth for you, as he hath 
promised you” (Josh. 23:10). 




















God’s promised blessing flow in its fuli- 
ness. 


Once more may we emphasize the two 
great evangelical truths which stand out 
pre-eminently in this eighteenth chap- 
ter of 1 Kings, namely, Calvary, as typi- 
cally set forth in the sacrifice; and Pen- 
tecost, as set forth in the fire of 
acceptance. The precious blood of Jesus 
Christ alone can cleanse the soul from 
sin, and the indwelling Holy Spirit, in 
the place of pre-eminence, give victory, 
joy, peace, and power for service. 


We cannot expect literal fire from 
Heaven in our time; so what is jt that 
corresponds to the fire that descended 
upon Elijah’s altar and consumed the 
sacrifice? We can see in this Scripture an 
application, which, if applied in our day, 
would transform our lives and our 
churches. 
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CALLING THE Peopte Back To Gop 

The divinely inspired longing in the 
heart of Elijah was, not that his name 
might go down in history as the one 
who had defeated 450 Baal prophets, but 
rather that God might be glorified in 
the estimation, the hearts, and the lives 
of the backslidden Israelites, whose idol- 
atry had brought shame on the cause of 
Jehovah. Elijah’s yearning anticipated 
that of Ezekiel, since it sprang from 
the one source, the heart of God, who 
exhorted, “Turn ye, turn ye from your 
evil ways; for why will ye die, O house 
of Israel?” (Ezek. 33:11.) Elijah shrank 
from the thought of Israel’s proving un- 
faithful to the God who had chosen them, 
the God who had delivered them from 
the bondage of Egypt, the God who had 
preserved them a thousand times, the 
God who had called them to be His wit- 
ness among the nations. He sought most 
earnestly that their divided hearts might 
be turned again to Jehovah with a full- 
heart loyalty. We can seem to hear the 
pleading in his voice, as he prayed: 
“Hear me, O Lord, hear me, that this 
people may know that thou art the Lord 
God, and that thou hast turned their 
heart, back again.” That was the burn- 
ing desire of his soul, that their hearts 
might be turned back again to the Lord. 


A Micuty CONVICTION BY THE Hoty SPIRIT 


This is what we need, not primarily 
that our churches may be filled, but that 
the people may be brought back to God, 
with a mighty conviction of sin, and 
recognition of dependence upon the Holy 
Spirit. It is not our well-prepared ser- 
mons, however necessary such prepara- 
tion may be, but our God-prepared 
hearts; not our logical discourse and 
eloquent delivery, but a Christ-honor- 
ing, Holy Spirit-inspired message, which 
can achieve the God-ordained purpose 
for the ministry. We cannot convict one 
soul of sin; we cannot awaken and win 
back one backslidden Christian, but God 
can use us to that end. We must preach 
Christ crucified, risen, and coming again, 
with as much faith as Elijah had when 
he prepared the sacrifice and, “put no 
fire under,” and then looked to God to 
do that which God alone can do, send 
the fire of acceptance. Elijah prayed 
“that this people may know,” not that 
he himself had done some great thing, 
but that the Lord had turned their 
heart back again. The question is, are 
we in dead earnest that the people may 
be brought back to God that He may 
be glorified? 


RE-ESTABLISHING FAMILY PRAYER LIFE 


Elijah did not use the altar at which 
the Baalites had suffered their humiliat- 
ing defeat and disappointment, but an 
altar of Jehovah that had been broken 
down as a result of Israel’s forsaking 
the Lord and following Baalim. Lange, 
in his commentary, points this out, where 
he says: “There was, moreover, an altar 
to Jehovah there, as on other conspicu- 
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ous high places, but which, like other 
such altars, had been thrown down in 
consequence of the introduction of the 
Baal-worship . . . Elijah did not, design- 
edly, build a new altar, but repaired 
the old one, and meant thereby to shew 
that the issue of the day was the resto- 
ration of the ancient Jehovah-worship.” 

In like manner, the family prayer- 
altar has been broken down, even in 
many Christian homes. In many in- 
stances, the children see little or noth- 
ing of family Bible reading, and family 


(Continued on page 754) 








Notes on Open Letters 


The Proper Form in Prayer 


I am always interested in your arti- 
cles, having taken THE SuNDAY SCHOOL 
Trmes for thirty years. Either in 
“Notes on Open Letters” or by an 
article, I would like to have your opin- 
ion on the proper form of prayer. In 

rayers given in various devotional 
helps I see Christ addressed, and no 
closing, “In Jesus’ name,” or similar 
expression. ' Is this correct? I have 
been taught to pray to God the Father, 

through Christ, by seene of the aw f 

Spirit. Thus the Trinity is recognized. 

I feel we ministers should use and 

teach the right way.—An _ Illinois 

minister. 

In all matters of faith and practice, 
the Christian’s guide is the Bible. When 
considering any problem relating to the 
Christian life, his first question should 
be, “Does the Scripture give any light 
on it?” There is much instruction in 
the Word of God, by precept and ex- 
ample, on the subject of prayer. 

Our Lord Jesus said: “But thou, 
when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, 
and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to 
thy Father which is in secret; and thy 
Father which seeth in secret shall reward 
thee openly” (Matt. 6:6). “After this 
manner therefore pray ye: Our Father 
which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy 
name” (Matt. 6.9). In His last discourse, 
He taught the disciples much about 
prayer, saying, among other things: 
“And whatsoever ye shall ask in my 
name, that will I do, that the Father 
may be glorified in the Son. If ye shall 
ask any thing in my name, I will do it” 
(John 14:13, 14); “And in that day ye 
shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask 
the Father in my: name, he will give it 
you. Hitherto have ye asked nothing in 
my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that 
your joy may be full” (John 16:23, 24); 
“At that day ye shall ask in my name: 
and I say not unto you, that I will pray 
the Father for you: for the Father him- 
self loveth you, because ye have loved 
me, and have believed that I came out 
from God” (vs. 26, 27). 


Christ also promised that He would 


send the Holy Spirit who would guide 
and instruct them: “And I will pray the 
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Father, and he shall give you another 
Comforter, that he may abide with you 
for ever; even the Spirit of truth; ... 
for he dwelleth with you, and shall be 
in you” (John 14:16, 17); “But the Com- 
forter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom 
the Father will send in my name, he 
shall teach you all things, and bring all 
things to your remembrance, whatsoever 
I have said unto you” (John 14:26); 
“Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, 
is come, he will guide you into all truth: 
for he shall not speak of himself; but 
whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he 
speak: and he will shew you things to 
come” (John 16:13). 

It is thus clear that it was the will of 
the Lord Jesus that His disciples should 
pray in His name, to the Father, in ac- 
cordance with the teaching of the Holy 
Spirit. The Spirit inspired the men who 
wrote the books of the New Testament 
(as well as the Old Testament), and 
who gave particular instruction for the 
guidance of the church after the death, 
resurrection, and ascension of Christ. 
The Holy Spirit indwells all believers 
today, to strengthen and guide them. 
“Now if any man have not the Spirit 
of Christ, he is none of his” (Rom. 8:9). 
“What? know ye not that your body is 
the temple of the Holy Ghost which is 
in you, which ye have of God, and ye 
are not your own?” (1 Cor. 6:19.) 

Christians should learn how to pray, 
not only from the direct teaching of 
Scripture, but also from the example of 
the apostles and the early church. When 
Peter and John had been warned by the 
priests and Sadducees not to preach in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, “they went 
to their own company, and reported all 
that the chief priests and elders had 
said unto them” (Acts 4:23). The dis- 
ciples then realized the need for prayer, 
so “they lifted up their voice to God with 
one accord, and said, Lord, thou art God, 
which hast made heaven, and earth, and 
the sea, and all that in them is” (v. 24). 
They prayed directly to God, twice mak- 
ing reference in the prayer to “thy holy 
child Jesus.” 

Two of Paul’s prayers are given in the 
Book of Ephesians, and in each he ad- 
dresses God the Father. “Wherefore I 
also . . . cease not to give thanks for 
you, making mention of you in my 
prayers; that the God of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of glory, may give 
unto you the spirit of wisdom and reve- 
lation in the knowledge of him” (1: 
15-17). “For this cause I bow my knees 
unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
of whom the whole family in heaven and 
earth is named” (3:14, 15). He con- 
cluded these prayers with references to 
Christ. 

. Paul tells us in Romans that it is the 
Spirit who helps us to pray. “Likewise 
the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities; 
for we know not what we should pray 
for as we ought: but the Spirit itself 


(Continued on page 757) 
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Lesson for September 12 


Three admonitions for Sunday school teachers 
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ll. Teaching Children 


By CHARLES HADDON SPURGEON 





ADMONITIONS. The first is, 

recollect whom you are teaching. 
“Come, ye CHILDREN.” I think we 
ought always to have respect to our 
audience, not that we need care that 
we are preaching to Mr. So-and-so, Sir 
William This, or My Lord That —be- 
cause in God’s sight that is a trifle; but 
we are to remember that we are preach- 
ing to men and women who have souls, 
so that we ought not to occupy their 
time by things that are not worth their 
hearing. But when you teach in Sab- 
bath schools, you are, if it be possible, 
in a more responsible situation even than 
a minister. He preaches to grown-up 
people — men of judgment, who, if they 
do not like what he preaches, have the 
option of going somewhere else; you 
teach children who have no option to 
go elsewhere. If you teach the child 
wrongly, he believes you; if you teach 
him heresies he will receive them; what 
you teach him now, he will never for- 
get. You are not sowing, as some say, 
on virgin soil, for it has long been oc- 
cupied by the Devil; but you are sowing 
on soil more fertile now than it will ever 
be—that will produce fruit now far 
better than it will do in after days; you 
are sowing on a young heart, and what 
you sow will be pretty sure to abide 
there, especially if you teach evil, for 
that will never be forgotten. 


N= thirdly, I give you THREE 


Tampering With a Child’s Soul 


You are beginning with the child; take 
care what you do with him. Don’t spoil 
him. Many a child has been treated 
like the Indian children, who have cop- 
per plates put upon their foreheads, so 
that they may never grow. There are 
many who know themselves to be sim- 
pletons now, just because those who had 
the care of them when young gave them 
no opportunities of getting knowledge, 
so that when they became old they cared 
nothing about it. Have a care what you 
are after; you are teaching children; 
mind what you are doing. ‘Put poison 
in the spring, and it will impregnate 
the whole stream. Take care what you 
are after, sir! You are are twisting the 
sapling, and the old oak will be bent 
thereby. Have a care! It’s a child’s 
soul you are tampering with, if you are 
tampering at all; it’s a child’s soul you 
are preparing for eternity, if God is with 
you. I give you a solemn admonition 
on every child’s behalf. Surely, if it 
be treachery to administer poison to 
the dying, it must be far more criminal 
to give poison to the young life. If it 
be evil to mislead gray-headed age, it 
must be far more so to turn aside the 


young heart to a road of error in which 


This is the second part of a sermon 
by the great Baptist preacher of 
London on Psalm 34:11, “Come, ye 
children, hearken unto me: I will 
teach you the fear of the Lord.”, It 
will be a surprise to many to see 
how much Mr. Spurgeon found for 
the instruction of parents and 
teachers in this one verse in the 
Psalms. The sermon will be con- 
cluded in next week’s issue. 








he may forever walk. Ah! it is a solemn 
admonition — you are teaching children. 

The second is, recollect that you are 
teaching for God. “Come, ye children, 
hearken unto me: I will teach you the 
fear of the LORD.” If you, as teachers, 
were only assembled to teach geography, 
I am sure I should not interfere if you 
were to tell the children that the North 
Pole was close to the equator; if you 
were to say that the extremity of South 


America verged hard by the coast of. 


Europe; I will smile at your error, and 
perhaps should retain it as a joke, if I 
heard you assure them that England was 
in the middle of Africa. But you are 
not teaching geography or astronomy, 
nor are you teaching for business, or 
for the world; but you are teaching 
them to the best of your ability for God. 
You say to them, “Children, you come 
here to be taught the Word of God; you 
come here, if it be possible, ‘that we may 
be the means of saving your souls.” Have 
a care what you are after when you 
pretend to be teaching them for God. 
Wound the child’s hand if you like, but, 
for God’s sake don’t touch his heart. Say 
what you like about temporal matters, 
but I beséech you, in spiritual matters, 
take care how you lead him. Oh, be 
careful that it is the truth which you 
inculcate, and only that. And now how 
solemn your work becomes! He who 
is doing work for himself, let him do 
it as he likes; but he who is laboring for 
another, let him take care how he does 
his work; he who is now employed by 
a monarch, let him beware how he per- 
forms his duty; but he who labors for 
God, let him tremble lest he does his 
work ill! Remember you are laboring 
for God! I say so, because you profess 
to be. Alas! many, I fear, even among 
you, are far from having this view of 
the matter. 

The third admonition is, remember 
that your children want teaching. The 
text implies that, when it says, “Come, 
ye children, hearken_unto me: I will 
TEACH you the fear of the Lord.” That 
makes your work all the more solemn. 
If children did not want teaching, I 


(3) 743 


would not be so extremely anxious that 
you teach them right; for works of 
supererogation, works that are not nec- 
essary, men may do as they please. But 
here the work is necessary. Your child 
wants teaching! He was born in in- 
iquity; in sin did his mother conceive 
him. He has an evil heart; he knows 
not God, and he never will unless he 
is taught. He’ is not like some ground 
of which we have heard, that hath good 
seed lying hidden in its very bowels; 
but instead thereof, he hath evil seed 
within his heart. God can place good 
seed there. You profess to be His in- 
struments to scatter seed upon that 
child’s heart; remember, if that seed be 
not sown, he will be lost forever, his 
life will be a life of alienation from God, 
and, at his death, everlasting fire will 
be his portion. Be careful, then, how 
you teach, remembering the urgent 
necessity of the case. This is not a house 
on fire needing your assistance at the 
engine, nor is it a wreck at sea demand- 
ing your oar in the lifeboat, but it is a 
deathless spirit calling aloud to you, 
“Come over and help us!” I beseech 
you, teach “the fear of the Lord,” and 
that only; be very anxious to say, and 
say truly, “I will teach you the fear 
of the Lord.” 


How To Get Children To Attend 


4. That brings me, in the fourth place, 
to FOUR INSTRUCTIONS, and they are 
all in the text. The first is, get the chil- 
dren to come to your school, “Come, ye 
children.” The great complaint with 
some is that they cannot obtain children. 
Go and get them to come. In London 
we are having a canvass; that is a good 
idea, and you ought to have a canvass 
of every country village, and of every 
market town, and get every child you 
can; for David says, “Come, ye chil- 
dren.” My advice then is, get the chil- 
dren to come, and do anything to effect 
it. Don’t bribe them —that is the only 
plan we object to; it is only adopted 
in schools of the lowest order; schools 
of so mean a class that, even the fathers 
and mothers of the children have too 
much sense to send them there; but then 
Farmer Brown won’t employ them, or 
the squire will turn them out of their 
situations; or if the children don’t go 
to the schools on Sundays, they shall 
not go on week days. Oh, that beggarly 
trick of bribing! I wish there were an 
end of it; it only shows the weakness, 
and degradation, and abomination of a 
sect that cannot succeed without using 
so mean a system. But, except that, 
don’t be very particular how you get 
the children to school. Why, if I could 
not get people to come to my place by 
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preaching in a black coat, I would have 
regimentals tomorrow., I would have a 
congregation somehow. Better do strange 
things than have an empty chapel, or 
an empty schoolroom. When I was in 
Scotland, we sent the bellmar round a 
village to secure an audience, and the 
means was eminently successful. Spare 
no means. Go and get the children in. 
I have known ministers who have gone 
out into the streets on Sunday afternoon, 
and talked to children who were play- 
ing in the streets, so as to induce them 
to come to»the school. That is what an 
earnest teacher will do. “I say, John,” 
he will say, “come into our school; you 
cannot think what a nice school it is.” 
Then he gets the children in, and in his 
kind, winning manner, he tells them 
stories and anecdotes about girls and 
boys, and so on. And this is the way the 
school is filled. Go and catch them any- 
how. There is no law against it. You 
may do what you like in battle. All is 
fair against the Devil. My first instruc- 
tion then is, get the children, and get 
them anyhow. 

The next is, get the children to love 
you, if you can. That also is in the text. 
“COME, ye children, hearken unto me.” 
You know how we used to be taught 
in the dame school, how we stood with 
our hands behind us to repeat our les- 
sons. That was not David's plan. “Come, 
ye children — come here, and sit on my 
knee.” “Oh,” thinks the child, “how 
nice to have such a teacher that will 
let me come near him, a teacher that 
does not say, ‘Go,’ but, ‘Come.”’” The 
fault of many teachers is, that they do 
not get their children near them, but 
endeavor to foster a kind of awful re- 
spect. Before you can teach children 
you must get the silver key of kindness 
to unlock their hearts, and get their at- 
tention. Say, “Come, ye children.” We 
have known some good men who are 
objects of abhorrence to children. You 
remember the story of two little boys 
who were one day asked if they would 
like to go to Heaven, and who, much 
to their teacher’s astonishment, said they 
really would not. When they were 
asked “why not,” one of them said, “I 
should not like to go to Heaven because 
Grandpa would be there, and would be 
sure to say, ‘Get along, boys, get along, 
boys.’ I should not like to be along with 
Grandpa.” If a boy has a teacher who 
always wears a sour look, but who talks 
to him about Jesus, what does the boy 
think? “I wonder whether Jesus was 
like you; if He was, I shouldn’t like 
Him much.” Then there is another 
teacher who, if he is provoked ever so 
little, boxes the child’s ears; and, at the 
same time, teaches him that he should 
forgive others, and how kind he ought 
to be. “Well,” thinks the child, “that 
is no doubt very pretty, but my teacher 
does not’ show me how to do it.” If 
you drive a boy from you, your power 
is gone, for you won’t be able to teach 
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him anything. It is no avail to attempt 
to teach those who do not love. you. 
Try and make them love you, and fhen 
they will learn anything from you. 


The next instruction is, Get the chil- 
dren’s attention. That is in the text, 
“Come, ye children, HEARKEN unto me.” 
If they do not hearken, you may talk, 
but you will speak to no purpose what- 
ever. If they do not listen to you, you 
go through your labors as an unmeaning 
drudgery to «yourselves and your 
scholars, too. You can do nothing about 
securing their attention. “That is just 
what I cannot do,” says one. Well, that 
depends upon yourself. If you give 
them something worth attending to, they 
will be sure to attend. Give them some- 
thing worth hearing, and they will cer- 
tainly hearken. This rule may not be 
universal, but it is very nearly so. Don’t 
forget to give them a few anecdotes. 
Anecdotes'are very much objected to by 
critics of sermons, who say ‘they ought 
not to be used in the pulpit. But some 
of us know better than that; we know 
what will make a congregation wake 
up; we can speak from experience, that 
a few anecdotes here and there are first- 
rate things to . the attention of per- 
sons who won’t listen to dry doctrine. 


* Do try and learn as many ancedotes 


in the week as possible. Wherever you 
go, if you are really a good teacher, you 
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can always find something to make’ into 
a tale to tell your children. Then, when 
your class gets dull, and you cannot get 
their attention, say to them, “Do you 
know the Five Bells?” and then they all 
open their eyes directly, if there is such 
»@ place in the village; or, “Do you know 
the turning against the Red Lion?” and 
then tell them something you may have 
read or heard, just to secure their atten- 
tion. A dear child once said: “Father, 
I like to hear Mr. So-and-so preach, 
because he puts some ‘likes’ into his ser- 
mon — ‘like this, and like that.’” Yes, 
children aiways love those “likes.” Make 
parables, pictures, figures, for them, and 
you will always get on. I am sure if I 
were a boy listening to some of you, 
unless you told me a tale now and then, 
you would as often see the back of my 
head as my face; and I don’t know, if 
I sat in a hot schoolroom, but that my 
head would nod, and I should go to sleep, 
or be playing with Tom on my left, and 
do as many strange things as the rest, 
if you did not strive to interest'me. Re- 
member to make them hearken. 

The fourth admonition is, have a care 
what you teach the children. “Come, ye 
children, hearken unto me: I will teach 
you the FEAR OF THE LORD.” Not 
to weary you, however, I only hint at 
that and pass on, 


(To be continued) 


A Call for Prayer From Korea 


Grave concern for the Korean Church and the Chosen Theological Seminary 


N MARCH of this year, the Rev. Wil- 

liam H. Chisholm, M. D., and the Rev. 
Dwight R. Malsbary, Sr., left the west 
coast of the United States on the govern- 
ment transport, General Brewster, to 
return to Korea to re-establish the work 
of the Independent Board for Presbyte- 
rian Foreign Missions in that land. A 
letter from Dr. Chisholm datéd May 25, 
1948, gives a vivid picture of what, was 
found in Korea. In part, Dr. Chisholm 
says: 


The situation in the Korean Church is 

rave. We had hoped this year that the 

orean General Assembly would make 
an unmistakably true stand on two mat- 
ters. We hoped they would confess offi- 
cially the sin of acquiescing in Japanese 
state idolatry. By what we have heard 
they evaded the issue... . 


We hoped also that the Korean Gen- 
eral Assembly would completely repudi- 
ate their official, but modernistic, theo- 
logical seminary in Seoul. The enclosed 
protest from the orthodox students in 
that institution reveals how blasphe- 
mously wicked that seminary has been. 
But the Assembly did not repudiate this 
institution. We are told that one teacher, 
mentioned by the students for his Mod- 
ernism, Kim Chai Choon, has been given 
a trip to America so he can study fur- 
ther! We hear that there are two mis- 
sionaries from the United Church of 
Canada teaching in the institution. Not 
only did the Assembly fail to denounce 
this institution, but they forbad the 


Korean ministerial students from study- 
ing in the Pusan Seminary, a seminary 
started by men who for years had en- 
dured the most intense and cruel treat- 
ment from the Japanese because they 
refused to do obeisance at the Japanese 
shrines. 


The situation here is critical and calls 
for much prayer. I believe that, even- 
tually, an entirely new testimony will be 
needed in this land for the preservation 
of the true witness in this land. 


Here, in part, is the protest prepared 
by the. orthodox students in the Seoul 
Seminary aiid mentioned by Dr, Chis- 
holm: 

An Appeal 


HE Reformed Church is established 
on the absolute authority of the 
Bible. We must believe that the writings 
of the Bible are given by divine revela- 
tion and inspiration. “The Old and New 
Testaments are the Word of God, the 
only infallible rule of faith and practice.” 
The Korean Presbyterian Church was 
founded on this basis. This is indeed 
the true faith of our forefathers which 
We. ourselves, have in succession to 
em. 


We, impelled by the call to the min- 
istry, came to the Chosen Theological 
Seminary, which is under the direct con- 
trol of the Korean General Assembly, 
Here we found the theological teaching 
and view of the Bible essentially differ- 
ent from our traditional beliefs. Is the 
reason for this that our former beliefs 
have been too adolescent? Or, is it be- 


cause our knowledge of theology is too 
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inadequate? But faith is faith, and our 
faith has come from the Scriptures. The 
only source of our faith is the Bible. 
When the authority of the Bible as the 
Word of God is lost, it is an obvious fact 
that faith will be destroyed. The state- 
ment that theology is liberal but faith is 
conservative is a subtle contradiction to 
which we are opposed. We are opposed 
to the higher critical view of the mod- 
ernist theologian. We are opposed to 
Modernism, Higher Criticism, and Lib- 
eral Rationalism. 

Those in the Seoul Seminary teach 
that Higher Criticism, or Rationalism, in 
considering the Bible, does not destroy 
faith. The fact, however, eloquently tes- 
tifies that our faith is being miserably 
destroyed under this teaching. What 
shall we do about it? Due to this teach- 
ing the whole world is running into un- 
belief. This unbelief has destroyed Ger- 
—ay and also Japan. Although the 
whole world is running toward this 
Modernism, we are not ashamed to battle 
against it with the pure and unadulter- 
ated Gospel. 


Church history reveals that no true 
doctrine has ever been formulated with- 
out eoumoveray This was true at the 
Nicene Council and also at the time of 
the Reformation. Right now in Korea, 
it is time for a man like Athanasius to 
arise. It is time for someone of truth 
and righteous indignation to arise 
against error. Today, facing every kind 
of criticism, evil saying, and hindrance, 
we make an appeal to the whole church 
of Korea. Will you not with pure con- 
|: of faith seriously consider this 
act? 


(Presented to the Korean General As- 
sembly, April, 1947, by “Students who 
love orthodox theology” of the Chosen 
Theological Seminary, Seoul, Korea,) 


THE TEACHING OF THE CHOSEN 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY TODAY 


I. VIEw OF THE BIBLE 


The proper authority of the Old and 

New Testaments is not recognized. 

A. They teach the Documentary Hypoth- 
esis regarding the Hexateuch (first 
ix books of the Bible), denying the 

osaic authorship of the Pentateuch, 
stating that the first five books of the 

Bible were written by various auth- 

ors, as, J, E, D, etc. 

B. They teach that Isaiah 40 to 66 was 
written by a “second Isaiah” in Bab- 
ylon, during the Exile. Also the 
teach that the 53rd chapter of Isaia 
is not Messianic prophecy, but that 
this chapter holds forth-the hope of 
a coming restoration of the Jews from 
Babylon, 

C. Foreign influence in composition of 
the Bible. They teach: 

1. Due to the Canaanitish cultural 
influence, worship of Baal was 
changed into Jewish religious 
thinking. 

2. Some elements of Babylonian 
mythology and law are found in 
the Jewish law. 

3. Persian Dualism, such as good and 
evil, God and Satan, is found in the 
Bibie. 

4. Greek influence such as wisdom 
literature and Philonic philosoph- 
ical elements are found in the 
Bible. 

D. Insertions in the Bible. In the Chosen 
Theological Seminary, it is said that 
there are many interpolations in the 
Bible. 

E. Samuel authorship of the Books of 
Samuel is denied. 

F. The Books of Samuel are declared to 
be of the most* ancient authorship. 
The Pentateuch, they declare, was 
written from 800 B.C, to 400 B.C, 
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TI. Errors IN THE BrstE ARE MANY 


A. Historicity of the Noachian Deluge is 
denied. nis narrative of the Deluge 
has come from Babylon mythology 
and one should not believe the ac- 
count literally. 

B. The historicity of the account of the 
tower of Babel is denied, The ac- 
count is no more than legendary. 

C. Origin of Mankind. According to 
Genesis 9:8, Canaan was the son of 
Ham, but according to anthropology 
he was an offspring of Shem. Origin 
of Oriental races is not certain. : 

D. In the account of the giants, Genesis 
6:4, it mentions the giants as op epend 
of mankind and angels. Such think- 
ing was also found even in the Orient 
where a hero was said to have been 
born of God. The two accounts are 
the same. 

E. The Old Testament from Abraham on 
is accurate. Before this, the Bible 
contains no historical accuracy. 

F. The account of the fall of Jericho is 
only figurative, showing forth a sim- 

le spiritual triumph. 

G. The differences between various slave 
laws and differences between unclean 
food regulations are occasioned by 
authorship in different periods. 


(The above has been taught by Kim 
Chai Choon, in the Chosen Theological 
Seminary, Seoul, Korea.) 


III. REGARDING SOURCES OF THE 
SyYNoPTIcC GOSPELS 

A. The Gospel of Mark is the oldest, 
This was written based on “Logia.” 

B. Three-fourths of the Gospel of Mat- 
thew is derived from abstract think- 
ing and one-fourth from the Book of 
Mark and other sources. Some things 
not found in the Book of Mark are 
found in the Book of Matthew. For 
instance, Pilate washed his hands, 
and his wife had a dream. That ac- 
count is abstractly thought out, there- 
by expanding the record, 

C. In explaining the extent of the in- 
spiration given to the Gospel writers, 
it is taught that “the Bible is like a 
gold mine. In the gold mine there is 
gold as well as stone, To us only gold 
is precious, [But we, the students, 
believe the Bible is entirely gold.] 

D. Biblical Theology purports to explain 

, how_religious life was imparted in 
the Bible by studying periodical de- 
velopments of Biblical history. It is 
a historico-scientific method. This is 
the best way to study the Bible. 

E. According to Kim Chai Choon the Old 
Testament is the Jewish Bible, the 
New Testament is the Christian Bible, 
But we, Christians, succeed to the 
Old Testament in the sense that the 
New Testament is developed from 
the Old Testament. In studying the 
Old Testament it is necessary for us 
to study first the literature and his- 
tory, then form our own judgment. 
That is, we must criticize the Bible 
on the basis of science and philoso- 
phy. Then we must try to find the 
relation between the history of the 
Old Testament and Christianity. In 
short, we should study the history of 
the Old Testament by investigating 
the fragmentary documents, the ori- 
gins, developments and processes, or- 
ong principles and peculiarities 
of the Old Testament, 

Subdivisions IV, V, and VI deal with 
“Doctrinal Problems (An Attack on Or- 
thodoxy)”; “Predestination” and other 
teachings of the of the faculty. The “Ap- 
peal” then continues: 


VII. View or Gop AND RELIGION 


A. The monotheistic God, Elohim was 
developed from the name of the Se- 
mitic god, El. The El was worshiped 
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by the Semites, and they erected al- 
tars here and there. Abraham also 
served this god and erected altars in 
different places. This god was de- 
veloped into the Mosaic God, Yaweh, 


B. Abraham was the first man who 
served the monotheistic God, 


C. Hebrew religion is a system devel- 
oped from the primitive religious at- 
mosphere, It became refined through 
Abraham, Moses, and others. 


1, The Passover is a regulation that 
existed before Exodus. In that 
festival they offered harvest crops 
to God and rejoiced. 

2. The Sabbath was in existence 
when they served the moon god 
at Ur, Chaldea, 

8. The system of tithing had existed 
even in primitive times. The rec- 
ords concerning it in Deuteronomy 
and Exodus are somewhat different 
from each other. 

4, Circumcision was also performed 
in primitive times before Abraham, 
It was performed when one was 
accepted as a grown-up member of 
the tribe. From the time of Abra- 
ham it began to have religious sig- 
nificance, 

5. The system of erecting altars and 
the sanctuary was related to the 
custom of the primitive Semitic 
way of serving God. 

a. In the desert zone the primitive 
Semites served a deity who is 
said. to have appeared under a 
tree. Abraham also worshiped 
God under the oak tree at 
Mamre. 

b. The primitive people erected al- 
tars at the place where there 
was a well, as in the case of 
Isaac. 

c. The primitive people related 
deity to stones. They made al- 
tars if they found stones, as in 
the case of Jacob, 

6. The regulation about unclean 
things was derived from the de- 
pravity of the primitive religion. 

D. Regarding miracles, as the Virgin 

Birth of Christ, the Resurrection, 

Second Coming, they are very vague. 


REGARDING THE POLICY OF THE SCHOOL 


1. The school received boys who did 
not have the recommendation of Presby- 
teries, 

2. Since they insist that theoleay is 
liberal, faith is conservative, some of the 
students denied the Resurrection of 
Jesus, Second Coming, Judgment, the 
Virgin Birth, the Trinity, the Lord’s Day, 
and some were absorbed in the writings 
of Swedenborg. 

3. It is said by the outsiders that the 
Chosen Theological Seminary is a Cana- 
dian Missionary Seminary. It seems that 
a certain group of some system is dom- 
inating the Seminary, 

4. The spiritual life is neglected. 
Teachers, even on the campus of the 
school, do not join in prayer of the 
Morning Watch. Only some twenty or 
thirty students among the one hundred 
twenty come out to the prayer service 
of the Morning Watch, 

5. Since there is a difference theologi- 
cally between Professor Han Keung Chik 
and Kim Chai Choon, the students are 
also divided in their thinking. 

6. The school has a big plan to estab- 
lish a university, but it is not officially 
countenanced as yet. The financial plan 
is not definite. The school system is 
complex and the number of the profes- 
sors is too few. In some departments, 
as Social Work Department, the students 
study only a few periods a week, 

7. Since they receive.students without 
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proper examination, there are very many 
unqualified students. Some of them 
smoke, some of them stole books from 
the library, some were Catholic and some 
were of other denominations. It was 
proved that there had been a Communist. 

8. There are many students who have 
not read the Bible as a whole, even once, 
Professors are few and the subjects com- 
plex. It is a miserable thing that stu- 
dents have not proper education. 


A LAMENTING APPEAL 

1. At present seminaries are being es- 
tablished here and there, but there is a 
erying need that the church should es- 
tablish a central authorized orthodox 
seminary. 

2. May the church strengthen the fac- 
ulty of the Theological Seminary with 
orthodox theologians so that theological 
education may be fruitful. . 

3. The curriculum of the school should 
be purely theological and it should allow 
proper education in building up the stu- 
dents with pastoral ability and academic 
capacities. Also the fund for theological 
education should be well established. 


POSTSCRIPT 


A petition to the Korean General As- 
mF was planned by us along with the 
above data, but the first moderator of 
the General Assembly, Mr. Pai Un Hei, 
said he would solve the ae. We 
then did not make an official petition. 
Mr. Pai talked with the Board of Trus- 
tees, but got nowhere with them. Agdin 
six of us went to the president of the 
Seminary to speak with him about the 
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Seminary situation. He said he would 
solve the problem and told us not to 
make any official petition. On the other 
hand, some of the students planned to 
hinder our move, and sent a letter to 
the General Assembly to the effect that 
they would support the present condi- 
tion of the Seminary. We also proceeded 
with a petition to the General Assembly. 

The General Assembly elected eight 
men to examine the Seminary and told 
the students to study quietly until the 
authorized members solved the problem. 
After that, April 25, 1947, all the stu- 
dents gathered together. There the pres- 
ident of the Seminary, Dr. Soong, ex- 

elled six students and disciplined forty- 
ve. He commanded them to leave the 
dormitory the same day. So we, those 
disciplined and expelled, had to go out 
and live from house to house without 
~ lasting shelter. 
ome misunderstood our motives, say- 
ing that some power lay behind us, and 
ridiculed us. ut we go moving on our 
feet with pure conscience and loving the 
truth, 
_ Others also misunderstood saying, “It 
is not necessary for one to have any 
polemic attitude in this time of religious 
and social disorder.” Even after this 
many students came out from the Sem- 
inary. 

Please all members of the General As- 
sembly consider this fact seriously with- 
out considering it as an affair of another. 
Please consider this important matter of 
our church. We appeal with lamenta- 
tation and sincerity, 


April 30, 1947. 


A New Bible for Young Christians 


Why the Pilgrim Bible was published, and what are some of its unusual features 


By MARIAN BISHOP BOWER 


As associate editor of this new edition of the Bible, Miss Bower is espe- 
cially qualified to tell about its preparation and content. It may be had 
about October 1 from Oxford University Press, New York 11 ($4.50, 

cloth). : 


MALL Girl climbed from her father’s 

lap and gazed into his face. “Daddy,” 
she said, “I don’t understand that bit, 
Please explain it to me.” 

Her faiher glanced back at the pas- 
sage that he had just been reading aloud 
to hér and her mother. The book was 
a new, shiny one, and had a good smell 
—a smell of leather and printers’ ink — 
but its message was an old, old one, 
for it was the Bible that the father was 
reading. He rubbed his hand over his 
head, and looked puzzled as he slowly 
read the passage aloud again. Then he 
smiled at Small Girl, though his eyes 
were sober as he said, “I'll have to con- 
fess, Small One, that I don’t exactly 
understand that part either.” He looked 
at his wife helplessly. 

You see, they were very new Chris- 
tians—the father, the ‘mother, and 
Small Girl. Two were grown up, one 
was a child, but each was a babe in 
Christ. The mother, however, had a 
solution. “I'll borrow Mrs. Neighbor’s 
Bible,” she said. “It has notes to help 
with the hard parts, she told me.” 

In a moment the mother was back. 


Then together they read again the hard 
passage and listened to the note that ex- 
plained it. The father nodded his head. 
“I think I understand that,” he said. 
“There are other things we'll have to 
look up, but that’s a help.” 

Small Girl was perfectly frank. “It 
didn’t help me a single mite,” she said. 

“I wish,” said Mother, “that someone 
who knows and understands the Bible 
— and understands people, too — would 
give us a Bible with a lot of notes; I 
mean, with notes that just take for 
granted that we don’t know anything. 
I don’t want bookish notes, but notes 
that really talk to me —or to any Chris- 
tian who has just become a Christian, 
or who hasn’t had very much time for 
study.” 

“I know what you mean,” agreed 
Father. “We really need notes that 
Small Girl here could understand.” 

Small Girl jumped up and clapped 
her hands. “Could there be one?” she 
asked. “Could it be called ‘Small Girl’s 
Bible,’ perhaps?” 

Mother laughed and shook her head. 
“If it were called ‘Small Girl’s Bible,’” 
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she answered, “only small girls would 
read it. But I do wish there were one 
for new Christians. We would get one 
for each of us right away; I know a lot 
of my friends, too, who need one and 
would be glad to have one.” 

Father got up and closed the Bible, 
for the reading for that ,day was fin- 
ished. “It would be wonderful, too,” he 
said, “to give to those who are ‘not 
Christians, for a Bible like that would 
certainly make the way of salvation 
very clear.” 

“Perhaps if there had been one like 
that to give to us, we might not have 
had the wasted years that we had with- 
out Christ and without hope,” said 
Mother solemnly. 

It was in answer to very real situa- 
tions, pictured by this imaginary story, 
that Mrs. Ruth Hill Munce went one 
day into the office of Dr. E. Schuyler 
English, Bible teacher and author, who 
is now editor of Our Hope, to discuss 
with him the possibility of bringing out 
a Bible with notes for children. It 
would need many more notes than the 
well-known “Scofield Reference Bible” 
has, and the notes must be simple. 

The task was tremendous. How tre- 
mendous those who planned the work 
fortunately did not know! It seemed 
easy to select certain outstanding Bible 
teachers and children’s and young peo- 
ple’s workers and authors to prepare 
the material. It seemed an excellent 
idea to ask them to write the notes 
quickly, so that the Bible might be en- 
tirely finished and on the market within 
a year. 

Within a year! Had there really been 
a small girl, a father, and a mother 
waiting for the new Bible, Smalb Girl 
would have grown up and Father and 
Mother would have grown discouraged, 
perhaps, and tired of waiting, for ten 
long years were spent in preparing 
notes that would interest an adult, yet 
simple enough for a child to understand. 

In preparing the “Pilgrim Edition of 
the Holy Bible,’ with its especially 
adapted notes, the editors do not pro- 
fess to have fully met their objective. 
They do believe, however, that the. notes 
will be helpful to young Christians of 
any age, children included. 

The preparation of the notes was only 
the first step in a long, careful process. 
The Oxford University Press, without 
whose wonderful co-operation the work 
would have been impossible, helped 
faithfully, patiently, and _  untiringly. 
Special type faces were secured from 
England. Completed pages were sent 
from New York to London to the Ox- 
ford University Press headquarters. 


_These were war years when the ship- 


ping of type or completed pages from 
one country to another was sometimes 
impossible and never easy. 

The notes had to be correlated and 
indexed, a monumental task. A seem- 


(Continued on page 754) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 11. SEPTEMBER 12. BARNABAS, A GOOD MAN 


Acts 4:32-37; 9:26-31; 11:22-30,12:25 to 13:7, 43-52; 14:1-20,; 15:1-39, 1 Corinthians 9:6; Galatians 2:1-1 3; 
Colossians 4:10; printed text, Acts 4: 36,37; 9:26, 27; 11:22-26, 13:1-3 
Golden Text.—He was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith.—Acts 11:24 


Kinc James VERSION 


Acts 4:36 And Joses, who by the apostles was surnamed Barna- 
bas, (which is, being interpreted, The son of consolation,) a 
Levite, and of the country of Cyprus, 

37 Having land, sold it, and brought the money, and laid it at 
the apostles’ feet. 

Chap. 9:26 And when Saul was come to Jerusalem, he assayed 
to join himself to the disciples: but they were all afraid of him, 
and believed not that he was a disciple. : 

27 But Barnabas took him, and brought him to the apostles, 
and declared unto them how he had seen the Lord in the way, 
and that he had spoken to him, and how he had preached boldly 
at Damascus in the name of Jesus. 


Chap. 11:22 Then tidings of these things came unto the ears 
of the church which was in Jerusalem: and they sent forth 
Barnabas, that he should go as far as Antioch. 

23 Who, when he came, and had seen the grace of God, was 
glad, and exhorted them all, that with purpose of heart they 
would cleave unto the Lord. 


24 For he was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of 
faith: and much people was added unto the Lord. 

25 Then departed Barnabas to Tarsus, for to seek Saul: 

26 And when he had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. 
And it came to pass, that a whole year they assembled them- 
selves with the church, and taught much people. And the dis- 
ciples were called Christians first in Antioch. 


Chap. 13:1 Now there were in the church that was at Antioch 
certain prophets and teachers; as, Barnabas, and Simeon that was 
called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which had been 
brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 

2 As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost 
said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto 
I have called them. 


3 And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands 
on them, they sent them away. 


The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission. 











The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


E ARE told that “the steps of 
V V a good man are ordered by the 

Lord” (Psa. 37:23). To this 
George Mueller added after “steps,” 
“and the stops!” .Both are true; and 
we see all this coming out clearly in 
what is recorded in Scripture concern- 
ing Barnabas. 


When the Bible speaks of anyone as 
“a good man,” an éxpression often found 
in the Book of Proverbs particularly, we 
need to remember that the term is used 
in a relative sense, as contrasted with 
a wicked or an evil man. Intrinsically, 
“There is none good but one, that is, 
God,” as our Lord told the rich young 
man (Mark 10:18). And we read in 
Romans 3:12: “There is none that doeth 
good, no, not one.” This blanket indict- 
ment covers the entire human race as 
born after the flesh. But when men are 
born again and indwelt by the Holy 
Spirit, goodness is manifested in their 
lives (Gal. 5:22). It was this that was 
so evident in the case of Barnabas, 
called, because of his kindly considera- 
tion of others, the “son of consolation.” 


Goodness implies more than righteous- 
ness. For a righteous man, we are told, 
one would scarcely be willing to die, 
but “for a good man some would even 
dare to die” (Rom. 5:7). The righteous 
man lives according to rule and is care- 
ful to act lawfully in all his relations 
toward his fellow men. The good man 
goes beyond this. He is a benevolent 
man, one who is ever ready to bless 
and help others, and so men learn to 
love as well as to admire him for the 
grace that they see in him. God’s good- 
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ness has led Him to devise a righteous 
way to save sinful men, and his heart 
is ever toward men because of what He 
is in Himself. When He is known and 
loved in return, goodness will be mani- 
fested as one is conformed to Christ. 
This was seen in large measure in Bar- 
nabas, the friend of Paul. 


The Historical Setting 


Barnabas was a Cypriote by birth, but 
a Levite by descent. He was a man of 
some wealth, who, after he became a 
disciple of Christ, sold all his patrimony 
and gave the money received into a 
common fund for the support of the 
needy. He was in reputation in the 
church in Jerusalem, and it was he who 
vouched for Saul of Tarsus, when the 
brethren feared his professed conver- 
sion was only a pretense in order to 
get in among those whom he desired to 
arrest. Later, Barnabas went as envoy 
of the church to investigate the work 
among the Gentiles of Antioch, and it 
was he who persuaded Saul to leave 
Tarsus and become a fellow laborer at 
Antioch. He and Saul, afterward known 
as Paul, made their first missionary 
journey together, but because of a dif- 
ference of judgment as to Mark’s suit- 
ability for such service, they parted 
company when about to go out on the 
second proposed journey. Later their 
fellowship was renewed, 


Verse by Verse 

Acts 4:36.—“Joses, who by the apostles 
was surnamed Barnabas.” He was never 
afterward known as Joses, so far as the 
record goes. His new fame, given by 
the apostles, meaning the “son of con- 
solation,’” was most descriptive of his 
character, and by that.he was affection- 
ately known during the rest of his life. 


Verse 37.—“Having land, sold it.” He 


was under no obligation to do this. It 
was a voluntary act, and doubtless sig- 
nified his exchanging an earthly inheri- 
tance for a heavenly one. In the good- 
ness of his heart he “brought the money” 
and turned it over to the apostles to be 
used as they saw fit in alleviating the 
temporal need of those who would other- 
wise have been in poverty. 


Chap. 9:26.—“When Saul was come to 
Jerusalem . , . the disciples . . . were 
all afraid of him.” Because of Saul’s 
former hostile attitude to the new faith, 
the disciples in’ Jerusalem feared that 
his effort to identify himself with them 
as a professed believer was just a ruse 
to obtain evidence against them; so they 
were afraid to accept him into their fel- 
lowship. 

Verse 27.—“Barnabas .. . brought him 
to the apostles, and declared unto them 
how he had seen the Lord in the way.” 
Evidently Barnabas had firsthand infor- 
mation as to Saul’s conversion on the 
Damascus Road and the great change 
that had come over him. He assured 
the apostles that Saul was now preach- 
ing the faith he once had destroyed 
(Gal. 1:23), Upon this testimony the 
new convert was received as a brother 
in Christ. 

Chap. 11:22,—“They sent forth Barna- 
bas, that he should go as far as Anti- 
och.” Word had reached the church in 
Jerusalem that certain brethren had 
preached to Gentiles in Antioeh, and that 
many of these had believed and were 
now disciples of Christ. They sert Bar- 
nabas to investigate this work and to 
give them a faithful report concerning it. 

Verse 23.—‘Who, when he ... had 
seen the grace of God, was glad.” Though 
a Jew and a Levite, there was no racial 
or religious bigotry about Barnabas. 
When. he saw the evidences that the 
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grace of God was operating in the hearts 
of Gentile believers, he rejoiced, and, 
instead of criticizing, he undertook to 
help them by ministering to them the 


Word of God and exhorting them to~ 


“cleave to the Lord” “with purpose of 
heart”; that is, to go on in the ways of 
Christ, yielding their hearts and lives 
to Him completely. 

Verse 24.—‘He was a good man, and 
full of the Holy Ghost and of faith.” 
How blessed it is when one’s life is 
thus described! A good man, as we 
have seen, is one in whom uprightness 
and benevolence join. To be full of the 
Holy Spirit is the normal experience of 
a surrendered believer, and it is the will 
of God that we should all enjoy this 
great blessing. To be full of faith is 
to have implicit confidence in God. As 
a result of all this, the testimony of Bar- 
nabas was wonderfully effective, and so 
many who heard his Spirit-directed 
messages were led to Christ. They were 
added to the Lord by the baptism of the 
Holy Spirit, which unites believers to 
their risen Head. 

Verse 25.—“Then departed Barnabas to 
Tarsus, for to seek Saul.” Evidently, 
Barnabas was convinced that the teach- 
ing ministry of Saul was what was now 
needed. Perhaps, too, he had heard how 
the Lord had commissioned Saul to go 
to the Gentiles, so he felt this was the 
very opportunity needed to launch him 
out on a great ministry to the nations 
ef the world. 


Verse 26—“When he had found him, 
he brought him unto Antioch.” Suc- 
cessful in his mission, Barnabas and 
Saul took up the work at Antioch to- 
gether. God blessed them so richly that 
they continued preaching and teaching 
in that city for a whole year. There 
the disciples were first called by the 
mame by which they have been known 
ever since, Christians, that is, anointed 
ones, as linked up with Christ, the 
anointed of God. 


Acts 13:1—“There were in the church 
. . . at Antioch certain prophets and 
teachers.” These men, gifted by the 
Holy Spirit, were being used of God to 
build up and nurture the infant church. 
The fact that five of them were labor- 
ing in connection with the one testimony 
gives some idea of the wide scope of the 
work that was in progress. 

Verse 2.—‘The Holy Ghost said, Sep- 
arate me Barnabas and Saul.” It is the 
prerogative of the Holy Spirit, Christ’s 
true viceregent, to qualify and send out 
laborers into the great harvest field. 
He indicated to the Church His will 
that these two men should be set aside 
for the special work of evangelizing the 
Gentiles. 

Verse 3—“They ... laid their hands 
on them [and] , . . sent them away.” 
When the mind of God was revealed, 
the church acquiesced, and after a sea- 
son of waiting on Him in prayer and 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
10. September 5.—Aquila and Priscilla. 
Acts 18:1-3, 18-26; Romans 16:3- 
5a; 1 Corinthians 16:19; 2 Timothy 4:19 


Next Week’s Lesson 


12. September 19.—The Town Clerk at 
Ephesus (Temperance Lesson). 
Acts 19:23-41 








fasting they expressed their fellowship 
with Barnabas and Saul by the laying 
on of hands, a sign of identification and 
commendation, and sent them forth with 
their confidence and blessing. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


In Barnabas we see a man of kindly, 
gracious character, filled with the Holy 
Spirit and strong in faith, devoting his 
life to the salvation of the lost and the 
edification of believers. In his earnest- 
ness of purpose he may well become an 
example to all who would seek to serve 
the risen Christ. We do not need to 
have great gifts or unusual ability in 
order to do this well. What is required 
is a heart filled with the love of God and 
a mind that delights in being subject 
to His will. A yielded life means more 
than great learning or outstanding talent. 
Lesson Outline 
1. A good steward (Acts 4:36, 37) 

2. A kindly surety (chap. 9:26, 27) 

3. A wise and helpful minister (chap, 
11:22, 24) 

4. A faithful colaborer (vs. 25, 26) 

5. A devoted missionary (chap. 13:1-3) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 
Added to the Lord. As Barnabas min- 
istered in Antioch he so walked with 
God that his testimony counted, for the 
Spirit of God wrought through him and, 
we are told, “much people was added 
unto the Lord.” They were not merely 
added to the local church, but they were 








Cinistions for Teacher and Class 


By Pastor J. C. Macaulay 
Wheaton Bible Church, Wheaton, Ill. 


HY did the apostles nickname this 
man Barnabas? 


2. How did Barnabas show himself ‘ 


a “son of consolation” to the early Christian 
society? 

3. How did the generosity of Barnabas 
prove an occasion of stumbling? 


4. To what other church, besides that in 
Jerusalem, did Barnabas prove himself a 
“son of consolation’? 


5. Why was Barnabas such a good choice 
of a delegate to visit.the work at Antioch? 
6. How was Paul a debtor to Barnabas? 


7. Why did Barnabas have to plead for 
Paul (then Saul) at Jerusalem? 


8. Why was Barnabas so diligent in seek- 
ing out Saul to bring him to Antioch? 


9. In what other circumstance did Barna- 
bas manifest wonderful grace toward Paul? 


10. To what lesser person did Barnabas 
show himself a “son of consolation’’? 


11. What made Barnabas such a man of 
grace? 


(Answers on page 753) 
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joined to the Lord (1 Cor. 6:17). This 
isya proof that the body of Christ was 
already formed by the Spirit’s baptism 
before the truth of it was committed to 
parchment in the writings of Paul (1 
Cor. 12:12, 13). 

It is only the Holy Spirit who adds 
to the Lord. As Barnabas preached, 
men and women believed, and the Spirit 
put them into living union with Christ, 
thus making them members of His body. 


Summaries and Applications 


Barnabas was a man not only of true 
piety and deep spirituality, but of great 
humility. He began as a leader, and 
later took second place, recognizing Saul 
as one called of God to a special min- 
istry. 

Note the three things said of Barna- 
bas. He was a genuinely good man. His 
life was transparent. Then he was 
habitually full of the Holy Spirit and 
also of faith. He walked in the power 
of an ungrieved Spirit and his confidence 
in God was a dominating feature of his 
life. 

It is the Holy Spirit who calls men 
to service for God and who fits them for 
the work He would have them do. Apart 
from His guidance and enduement, all 
so-called Christian service is in vain. 

CHICAGO, 
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From the Platform 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Father in Heaven, who hast made one 
great family of all who trust in our 
Lord Jesus, we thank Thee for the 
brotherhood of all believers, for the en- 
tire household of faith. We thank Thee, 
too, for big brothers in Christ like Bar- 
nabas who have befriended, guided, and 
comforted us. Make us in our turn 
large-hearted Christians, quick to see 
and prompt to act wherever we can help 
another. Free us from being wrapped 
up in ourselves. Enlarge our hearts, 
expand our sympathies, and make us 
more like Thee in loving consideration 
of others. Help us to do our part in 
giving the Gospel to those not yet in 
the family of believers. Strive, Lord, 
with all who still resist Thee, and may 
many hearts, now shut to Christ, open 
to Him this day. By our study of Thy 
Word now lift our lives nearer to Thy 
perfect will. Restrain the working of 
evil; prosper the forces of right; and 
may our Saviour soon come fully into 
His own right in this world. Where sick- 
ness, pain, and trouble are, there let 
Thy ministers of mercy be found, and 
Thy help and comfort be given. Make 
us pure. Forgive our sins, and guide 
us in the way of Thy will, for our dear 
Saviour’s sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Do you remember 
Mr. Greatheart, that lovable character in 
the second part of “Pilgrim’s Progress”? 
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Lesson for September 12 


Like all Bunyan’s personalities, Mr. 
Greatheart’s name befitted and declared 
his character. Christiana and her chil- 
dren owed much to Mr. Greatheart. He 
was ever the big-hearted helper of pil- 
grims like them. So, too, was Barna- 
bas. That is how he got his name. His 
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given name was Joses, but his earned 
name—the name his Christian friends 


used to describe the man himself — was’ 


Barnabas, or “son of consolation.” He 
was always strengthening, comforting, 
heartening, and helping others along the 
Christian way, you see. 


First; it was by selling shis land and 
putting the proceeds in the chureh 
benevolence fund. Then, it was helping 
Paul to live down his persecuting past 
and find a welcome in the Jerusalem 
church. Next, he is busy encouraging 
new Christians at Antioch. There he 
saw an opening for the talent and con- 
secration of Paul, and off he went to 
bring Paul to Antioch and so helped to 
launch him on a great career of Chris- 
tian usefulness. Yes, Barnabas was the 
original Mr. Greatheart, and today we 
need many like him. Once we have 
come to the Saviour, let us, like Bar- 
nabas, look around for things to do to 
help others in the Christian way. It 
takes a big heart to do it, but the heart 
that enthrones the Lord Jesus expands 
with Christlike sympathy, love, and 
thought for others. It was Christ in 
Barnabas that made him a Mr. Great- 
heart. And we can all be Mr. Great- 
hearts in our own place and way, if we 
will. But we shall need to ask the Lord 
Jesus — 


Give me a heart like Thine, 
Give me a heart like Thine; 
By Thy wonderful power, 

And Thy grace every hour, 
Give me a heart like Thine. 


Vancouver, B. C., Can, 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And Joses, who by the apostles was 
surnamed Barnabus, (which is, being 
interpreted, The son of consolation)” 
(Acts 4:36) —Although Barnabas was not 
numbered with the original Twelve, he, 
nevertheless, is called an apostle (Acts 
14:14). And the Spirit of God tells us 
more about him and his activities than 
He does of some of the Twelve. 

According to a common Hebrew idiom, 
if a person had any characteristic to a 
marked degree, he could be called “son 
of” that quality or thing. Evidently 
Barnabas was especially given to proph- 
ecy, exhortation, and encouragement; 
for the word translated “consolation” 
will carry all three meanings. 
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Today, we are inclined to use the 
term “apostle of” rather than “son of,” 
but it has the same significance. George 
Mueller was called “the apostle of faith,” 
because of his unwavering faith in God 
to supply the wherewithal to care for 
thousands of orphans. And J. G. Beliett 
was termed “the apostle of love” be- 
cause his ministry was of that nature. 
Barnabas must have radiated encourage- 
ment wherever he went. 


The Lord graciously sent a “son of 
encouragement” across my path when, 
as a young Christian, I attempted to say 
a word in public for my Lord. This 
dear brother, who is now with the Lord, 
would firmly clasp my hand and also 
speak a word of encouragement which 
would enable me to rise above the de- 
structive criticism of others. Only eter- 
nity. will reveal how much, under God, 
the Apostle Paul was indebted to Bar- 
nabas, the son of encouragement. What 
a scope there is today for the exercise 
of this most helpful ministry of encour- 
agement ! 


“But Barnabas . . . declared unto them 
how he [Saul] had seen the Lord in the 
way, and that he had spoken to him, 
and how he had preached boldly ... 
in the name of Jesus” (Acts 9:27).—It 
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isn’t to be wondered at that the erst- 
while persecutor had real difficulty in 
his attempt to associate himself with the 
believers; for only three years before 
this’ (Gal. 1:18) he was “breathing out 
threatenings and slaughter” against these 
very saints. 

Had the Jerusalem Christians taken 
him aside and asked him for the details 
of his conversion and inquired as to 
his present thoughts of Christ, they 
would have heard words which would 
have amazed them and satisfied them 
that he was a genuine lover of the Lord; 
for he had learned marvelous things 
during his time of seclusion in Arabia, 


An outstanding exponent of error re- 
garding the person of Christ once sought 
fellowship with a group of Christians 
in a certain city. The saints recognized 
him, but thought he had undergone a 
complete change and asked him what 
he now believed about the essential deity 
and bodily resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. He held the same errors, 
so was refused fellowship. 


Possibly the group at Jerusalem were 
too frightened to question Saul person- 
ally; so, along came Barnabas, the son 
of consolation, to assure them in his 
gracious way that Saul had seen the 
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glorified Lord and talked with Him and 
also presented Him to his hearers in 
Damascus. Barnabas was Saul’s letter 
of commendation and Saul was received. 

We should love to have heard just what 
Barnabas said when he informed the 
Christians that Saul had “seen the Lord 
in the way” to Damascus, for that was 
the secret of the great change wrought 
in him, and the chief reason why hé 
should be received. 

It is only when sinners see the Son 
of God by faith as Saviour and Lord 
that they are converted today. W. 
Spencer Walton describes the effect that 
that sight had upon him when he says: 

I've seen the face cf Jesus, 
He smiled in love on me; 

It filled my heart with rapture, 
My soul with ecstasy. 

The scars of deepest anguish 
Were lost in glory bright; 

I've seen the face of Jesus, 
It was a wondrous sight ! 

“Barnabas .. . exhorted them all, that 
with purpose of heart they would cleave 
unto the Lord” (Acts 11:22, 23).—Pur- 
pose of heart is essential, for there are 
a thousand and one things to detract the 
young Christian. God works according 
to a purpose. (See Eph. 3:11; Rom. 8: 
28; 2 Tim. 1:9.) Every child of God 
should be an imitator of God in this 
matter of “purpose.” For outstanding 
examples of purpose of heart, see Ruth 
1:18; Daniel 1:8; and 2 Timothy 3:10. 

A tubercular friend of mine was told 
by his doctors he had but six months 
to live. He purposed then and there 
to devote the six months to the Lord 
who had saved him. ‘The six months 
lengthened out to thirty-five years! He 
has just departed to be with the Lord. 
During those years he talked personally 
to thousands of persons and won many 
of them to the Lord. He lived on a small 
pension and spent whatever other money 
he earned ministering to the neéds of 
scores of others, and in propagating the 
Gospel of Christ. He never regretted 
his purpose. It is thrilling to anticipate 
the reward he will receive at the judg- 
ment seat of Christ, when the Lord re- 
views his labor of love (2 Cor. 5:10). 


“For he was a good man” (Acts 11: 
24).—I overheard a conversation the 
other day wherein one Christian said 
of another, “He is g good man!” “Oh, 
no, he isn’t,” said another listener. 
“What makes you say that?” asked the 
speaker. “Because the Bible says, 
‘There is mone good, no not one,’” was 
the answer. Perfectly true regarding 
man in his natural state, but once a 
person is born again, he is commanded 
to be filled with the Spirit, and one 
phase of the fruit of the Spirit is “good- 
ness” (Gal. 5:22). 

The Apostle. Paul was persuaded that 
the believers at Rome were “full of 
goodness” (Rom, 15:14). One of the 
qualifications of a bishop, or overseer, 
was that he be “a lover of good men” 
(Titus 1:8). 
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The Spirit of God makes no mistake, 
and contradicts no other portion of the 
Holy Scriptures, in saying Barnabas 
was a good man. It was the fruit of the 
Spirit in him. If as Christians we are 
not good, we are not fulfilling the will of 
God for our lives. 


Wawona, CALIF, 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, we have a choice spirit 

to deal with today. This Barnabas 
is the kind of fellow that anybody would 
like to have around—Sunday, and 
through the week. No finer thing could 
be said of any man than that which is 
recorded of Barnabas in Acts 11:24: “For 
he was a good man, and full of the Holy 
Ghost and of faith.” Wouldn’t I be glad 
if that could be truly said about me! 
I could ask nothing better. 

We find the key to Barnabas’s charac- 
ter, and the explanation of his godly 
life, in the first mention of him in Scrip- 
ture: “And Joses, who by the apostles 
was surnamed Barnabas, (which is, be- 
ing interpreted, The son of consolation,) 
a Levite, and of the country of Cyprus, 
having land, sold it, and brought the 
money, and laid it at the apostles’ feet” 
(chap. 4:36, 37). The Christians at Je- 
rusalem had decided that the matter of 
making Jesus Christ known to the world 
as the Messiah of prophecy and the Sav- 
iour of sinners was their greatest task 
and privilege; that they would sell their 
possessions and put the money in a com- 
mon fund, to be administered for the 
spread of this wonderful Gospel. Bar- 
nabas lost no time disposing of his prop- 
erty and bringing the proceeds to the 
apostles for this high purpose. And 
there you have it. It requires full sur- 
render to Jesus Christ and a deep con- 
secration to do a thing like that. 

We are not surprised to find that Bar- 
nabas had other fine Christian qualities, 


“one of which was a keen sympathy for 


any who were suffering injustice, or be- 
ing misunderstood. Saul of Tarsus was 
in a deplorable situation. The apostles 
shunned him; they did not believe he 
could possibly be sincere in his claim 
that he had become a believer in the 
Lord Jesus Christ and that it was his 
purpose to devote the remainder of his 
life preaching the Gospel. He had made 
a record as an enemy of Christ and all 
Christians. He was friendless now, for 
he had cut himself off from his former 
associates in the Sanhedrin. What a 
time this was for a Barnabas! 

And Barnabas came to the rescue. He 
“stuck his neck out” for Saul. He took 
the risk of going to see Saul; then “took 
him” and brought him right into the 
presence of the apostles and told them 
what he had learned about Saul’s con- 
version and how he had behaved himself 
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since, persuading them to receive him 
as one of their number. Barnabas was 
a mediator; and does that not sound 
Christlike? It was Christlike. 

Still later, Barnabas took the part of 
John Mark, who had incurred Paul’s 
displeasure. Rarnabas saw in John Mark 
a young man who had made a mistake, 
but who wanted another trial. Always 
helping the “underdog.” He was the 
means of getting John Mark back on 
his feet, and on the road to a noble per- 
formance. That was Barnabas. Truly 
he was rightly nicknamed, “the son of 
consolation.” There are a few rare peo- 
ple who are willing to make themselves 
stepping stones for some struggling mor- 
tal to rise to a higher level and become 
established. 

Fellows, this lesson on Barnabas, and 
the one two weeks ago on Ananias, sug- 
gest a “rule of life” which I want to 
offer to you. It is this: Never condemn 
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BARNABAS, A GOOD GAN 
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Lesson for September 12 


anyone on first impression; give him a 
chance to prove he is better than he ap- 
pears to be at first. You will discover gems. 
I know some people whom I admire ex- 
tremely. My first impression of* them 
was very unfavorable. Some folks do 
not show their best side first. They may 
be shy, or under the shadow of a sore 
trial. Give them time before you decide 
they are not worth while, or that they 
are to be avoided. There are two dis- 
tinct life paths: one is lined with flowers, 
the other is choked with weeds. We 
choose to walk in one or the other of 
these by our attitude toward people. 
Barnabas walked the floral path. So 
can we. P 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 
A BUILDER IN THE EARLY CHURCH 


VERY Christian is a builder. Let 
us read 1 Corinthians 3:11-15. Every 
Christian is on the foundation “which 
is Jesus Christ.” If a person is not on 
the foundation he is not saved. But 
there are two kinds of materials which 
may be used in the building: one is 
permanent and the other is only tem- 
porary. The man we are going to think 
about today built mostly what is typified 
by “gold, silver, precious stones.” Which 
type of building material is that? 
Our Golden Text tells us what kind 
of man Barnabas was. Who can quote 
it? Let us see how much more we can 
learn about him today. First turn to 
Acts 4:32-34. How happy everything 
was! All the believers were of one 
heart and one soul in serving the Lord. 
No one was trying to make money for 
himself. All were willing to give every- 
thing they Kad to the Lord and to one 
another. Sometimes we admire a per- 
son because all those around him are 
so selfish that he stands out in happy 
contrast. But here we admire the whole 
church, yet one person stands out above 
the rest. What can we learn about him 
from verses 36 and 37? Why do you 
think he and his gift are especially 
named? (His gift may have been the 
largest. Or he may have been the most 
outstanding convert of his day.) I al- 
ways picture Barnabas as a big, hand- 
some, broad-shouldered man. He must 
have had a fine physique because at 
Lystra he was mistaken for Jupiter, the 
supreme god of the Greeks. Why do 
you think the apostles named him “son 
of consolation”? (He must have been 
kind and sympathetic.) ; 
When Barnabas brought his money 
to the Lord he was building gold, silver, 
and precious stones. His eye was on 


eternity rather than on this passing 
world. The next time we meet him is 
in Acts 9:26, 27. When Saul of Tar- 
sus got back to Jerusalem after his con- 
version he wanted to attend the Chris- 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


tian services. But the disciples were 
afraid of him. Why? (They knew he 
had persecuted Christians. They thought 
that now he wanted to get inside the 
ranks so that he would be able to catch 
the rést of them.) But Barnabas re- 
alized that Saul was converted, so he 
brought him to the others and persuaded 
them that Saul was a changed man. 
When Barnabas introduced Saul to the 
leaders of the church they believed in 
his conversion. In this kind act Barna- 
bas used his sympathy, time, and influ- 
ence for one of the Lord’s people, 

A few years later when the church 
at Jerusalem heard that many Gentiles 
were being saved, they sent Barnabas 
as far as Antioch to see if the converts 
were genuine. Antioch was the third 
largest city in the Roman Empire. (Only 
Rome itself and Alexandria were 
greater.) But Antioch was a wicked 
place wholly given to idolatry and the 
immorality that commonly goes with 
that. Someone had to go to see if the 
converts were genuine. Why .do you 
think Barnabas was chosen? (Perhaps 
he had traveled there before on busi- 
ness. Perhaps because he-had shown 
discernment in the case of Saul of Tar- 
sus. Perhaps because they knew he 
would be a help to young believers.) 
What did he find out? (Acts 11:23.) 
Notice that Barnabas was glad when he 
found that they were real believers. It 
was not natural for a Jew to be glad 
when Gentiles were blessed. But Bar- 
nabas was. Why? (I believe the secret 
of his attitude here is found in the 
Golden Text where we learn that he 
was “full of the Holy Ghost.”) What 
did Barnabas exhort the young converts 
to do? (“That with purpose of heart 
they would cleave unto the Lord.”) Do 
you think that was a good message for 
them? Is it a good message for us? 

What did Barnabas do next? (vs, 25, 
26.) Can’t you hear him say to himself: 
“These Gentiles are saved, but they are 
terribly ignorant of the Hebrew Scrip-* 
tures. They need a lot of teaching. Paul 
is the best teacher I know. I’ll get him”? 
And he did. How long did Paul and 
Barnabas stay at Antioch teaching and 
preaching? What was the result? (These 
once ignorant believers became _ so 
Christlike that they were known as 
“Christians.”) 

Turn to Acts 13. What did the Holy 
Spirit say in verse 2? Barnabas and 
Paul were the first ‘two missionaries 
sent:out by the eafly church. Almost 
the first place they went to was Cyprus. 
Why would Barnabas be especially in- 
terested in this island? John Mark his 
nephew went along to carry baggage, 
arrange places for them to preach, and 
so forth. The Roman deputy in charge 
of the island was saved at this time. 
Then they sailed over to Perga; a sea- 
port on the mainland of Asia. Here they 
knew they would have to go through 
both hardship and danger to reach the 
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unknown barbarians for Christ. So John 
Mark left them and returned to Jeru- 
salem. How his departure must have 
hurt his affectionate Uncle Barnabas! 
But Barnabas himself went on. He did 
not let. anything turn him aside. 

In Acts 14 we learn some of the ex- 
citing adventures Barnabas encountered 
on that missionary journey. We do not 
have time to read it now, but I know 
you will enjoy reading it at home. 

When Barnabas and Paul returned 
from their first missionary journey they 
went together to the first Church Con- 
ference in Jerusalem. After returning 
to Antioch, Paul wanted Barnabas to 
go out with him again. Barnabas was 
willing to go, but he wanted to take his 
nephew with them. Paul did not want 
John Mark because he had turned back. 
Warm-hearted Barnabas wanted to give 
him another chance. Read Acts 15:39, 
40 to see how this disagreement turned 
out. So Barnabas went back to Cyprus 
with John Mark, and Paul chose Silas 
to be his companion. 

Henceforward Barnabas and Paul 
worked separately, but they were still 
friends. Years after Paul referred to 
Barnabas in 1 Corinthians 9:6 and still 
later he spoke well of John Mark (2 
Tim, 4:11). By this time Mark had evi- 
dently heeded his uncle’s exhortation 
to cleave to the Lord “with purpose of 
heart.” 

After Barnabas separated from Paul, 
the Bible does not tell us much more 
about him. But we feel sure he went 
on serving the Lord till he was called 
home to Heaven. See how many things 
you can remember about him that show 
he was a real builder in the early 
church. (List on board as named: gave 
his money, introduced Paul, encouraged 
new converts, and so forth.) There is 
one more thing I would like you to 
notice about Barnabas. He did not seek 
prominence. He was willing to take sec- 
ond place. When he went after Paul 
to come and teach the new converts at 
Antioch, he gladly gave Paul precedence. 
On the missionary journey with Paul, 
he always let him be the chief speaker. 
He might have said, “I was saved before 
you were and I got the other disciples 
to accept you. I think I should be the 
leader.” But he did not. How the 
church today needs men like Barnabas, 
“good ... full of the Holy Ghost and 
of faith” willing to take any place or no 
place just so Christians are helped, the 
unsaved are reached, and the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ is glorified ! Those 
are the workers who, like Barnabas, 
build with gold, silver, and precious 
stones. God grant that we may be num- 
bered among them, 


FERNDALE, WASH, 
ye ° 
Please pray for the contributors and 


staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Barnabas, the Greathearted 
(Acts 4:36, 37; 9:26, 27; 11:22-26) 

AME some Bible friends we have 
met in our stories lately. (Ruth and 
Naomi, Jonathan and David, Baruch and 
Jeremiah, Ebéd-melech and Jeremiah, 
Dorcas and the poor, Ananias and Saul, 
Aquila and Priscilla.) Now see if you 
can remember some Bible memory 
verses about friends. One has the 
word “kind” in it (Eph, 4:32); others 
have “good” (Gal, 6:10); “friend” (Prov. 
17:17); “friends” (Mark 5:19); “breth- 
ren” (Matt. 25:40); “neighbor” (Luke 
10:27); “strangers” (Heb. 13:2). The 
Bible also says, “Let us not love in 
word, ... but in deed and in truth” (1 
John 3:18, Memory Verse). You know 

the familiar poem: 

“I love you, Mother,” said little John; 

Then forgetting his work, his cap went on, 


And he was off to the garden swing, 
Leaving his mother the wood to bring. 


“I love you, Mother,” said rosy Nell; 
“I love you better than tongue can tell’’; 
Then she teased and pouted full half the 


day, 
Till her mother rejoiced when she went to 
play. 
“I love you, Mother,” said little Fan; 
“Today I'll help you all I can; 
How glad I am that school doesn’t keep !” 
So she rocked the baby till it fell asleep. 


Then, stepping softly, she took the broom, 
And swept the floor, and dusted the room; 
Busy and happy all day was she, 
Helpful and cheerful as child could be. 


“I love you, Mother,” again they said — 

Three little children going to bed; 

How do you think that mother guessed 

Which of them really loved her best? 

—Joy Allison. 

Did little John and little Nell lave “in 
word” or “in deed and in truth’? How 
did each of the Bible friends we men- 
tioned a while ago show his or her love? 

Barnabas is another Bible friend. 
Sometimes he is called the Greathearted 
because his heart was filled with so 
much love people thought it must be 
bigger than usual. (Draw a large heart, 
and write Barnabas above it.) There 
is a verse in Acts 11:24 which explains 
why he had such a heart of love. He 
was “full of the Holy Ghost.” When 
he had God in his heart, he had love, for 
“God is love.” (Print LOVE in large 
letters vertically in the heart.) How 
did Barnabas’ love show itself in deeds? 
And whom did he love? Like Dorcas — 
but not with a needle— Acts 4:34, 36, 
37. (He loved the poor Christians and 
helped them with money. Between Bar- 
nabas and the heart write “gave.” Using 
the O of LOVE, print “mOney.”) Like 
Ananias— Acts 9:26, 27. (He helped 
an unpopular new Christian find friends 
with other Christians. Using the E of 
LOVE, print “FriEndship.”) Like Aquila 
and Priscilla — Acts 11: 22-26, (He taught 
other Christians. Use the V of LOVE to 
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print “Voice.”) Other places in .Acts 
tell how he loved strangers and for- 
eigners so much that he traveled to 
other lands to tell them about the Lord 
Jesus—and he did not go by stream- 
lined trains, cushioned busses, or luxuri- 
ous ocean liners! He didn’t even have 
a bicycle! But he gave the strength 
of his life to bring them the Gospel, and 
even risked his life (Acts 14:19, 20). 
(Using the L of LOVE, print “Life.”’) 

Here is another heart for you. (Draw 
another and write “you” over it.) I 
wonder if your love is just a word 
(print LOVE as in the Barnabas heart.) 
Or is your ,love changing into life, 
money, voice, and friendship to help 
Christians, friends, and strangers to 
know the Lord and be happy? (Point 
to each word in the Barnabas heart. 
Discuss ways in which Juniors may show 
love in each respect.) . 

Orono, MAINE, 

ye 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1948 and 
explaining the conditions upon which us- 


trations are accepted be had from the 


illustration accepted, an 
Illustrations must reach the Times 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clip from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” eference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of 

resent paper shortage, readers are asked to 
fimit the total submitted on each lesson to 

four illustrations. 

After a Hundred Years.—He was a 
good man, and full of the Holy Ghost 
and of faith (Acts 11:24, Golden Text). 
A young nobleman found himself in a 
little village in Cornwall, England, where 
he sought in vain for a place where 
something stronger than water could be 
procured. Impatiently he inquired of an 
old peasant who was on his way home 
after a day of toil, “How is it that I 
cannot get a glass of liquor anywhere 
in this wretched village of yours?” The 
old man, recognizing the questioner as 
a@ man of rank, pulled off his cap and 
bowed humbly, but nevertheless there 
was a’ proud flash in his eyes as he an- 
swered quietly, “My lord, something over 
a hundred years ago a man named John 
Wesley came to these parts”; and with 
that the old peasant walked on. What 
a testimony to the preaching of John 
Wesley! For more than a century the 
word that he had spoken for his Master 
had kept the curse of drunkenness out 
of the village—Source unknown. Sent 
by Mrs. C. E. Jones, Otego, N. Y. Prize 
illustration. 


Comfortable Christians.—Barnabas .. . 
being interpreted , . . consolation (Acts 
4:36). To others we may give comfort 
or pain. Some of our natural character- 
istics are like thorns, and only the grace 
of God can remove these and polish 
the rough places so that we become help- 
ful instead of irritating. . .. Dr. Walter 
Wilson gives this illuminating note on 
the Greek word for “comfort.” He 
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writes: “In Colossians 4.Paul speaks of 
Tychicus, Onesimus, Marcus. . . . In re- 
ferring to them , .. he says, ‘which have 
been a comfort to me.’ This word ‘com- 
fort’ is the word ‘paragoria’ in the Greek. 
From this we obtain our word ‘para- 
goric,’ a remedy that stops pain. These 
men stopped the pain in Paul’s heart. 
Some folks ‘give us a pain.’ But these 
friends had the opposite effect.”—From 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by 
Hazel Thomson, Chicago. 


The Hole That Increased His Income. 
—Having land, sold it, and brought the 
money (Acts 4:37). We gave 2 mission- 
ary address in Illinois, and after the 
service a real estate dealer said that we 
had preached a hole in his purse. Not 
a word had been said about money, but 
he had heard God’s call, and consulted 
with his family of ten children to find 
a way to have their own missionary in 
Africa. From the oldest to the youngest 
all agreed to do without the luxuries 
they were accustomed to. A lady worker 
was found, and her.monthly letters to 
the family were a great blessing to them. 
On her return from the field the first 
news heard was that the man’s business 
had increased so much that he decided 
to send a second missionary.—From 
“God’s Business Managers.” Sent by M. 
H. James, Toronto, Can, 


The Atmosphere of Heaven.—Cleave 
unto the Lord (Acts 11:23). We touch 
the world at so many points, how can 
we remain unspotted? Scientists tell 
us of an insect which, though you im- 
merse it in water, yet it never touches 
the water. Enveloped with the element, 
yet the element never penetrates to the 
insect itself. The reason ‘for this won- 
der in nature is that it carries with it its 
own atmosphere. Enveloped first in this 
atmosphere, it can bid the other element 
defiance and, though submerged in it, 
is untouched by it. If we cleave to God 
we shall carry about with us the secret 
atmosphere of communion, and then, 
though in the midst of sin, we shall re- 
main without blemish, unspotted by the 
world.—_From “Pure Religion,” by the 
Rev. W. L. Mackenzie. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Southport, Eng. 


How To Attract a Crowd.—Taught 
much people (Acts 11:26). This reminds 
one of the story of the old farmer who, 
when attending a church conference, 
said: “You amuse me, for you have 
Papers and discussions on how to get 
people to come to your meetings. I have 
never. heard a single address at a 
farmers’ meeting on how to get cattle 
to come up to the rack. We put all our 
time in on the best kind of feed.”—From 
Christian Life. Sent by Harold Shelly, 
Quakertown, Pa. 


Which Should You Do?—And the dis- 
ciples were called Christians first in 
Antioch (Acts 11:26). What a wonder- 
ful name and what a humble beginning ! 
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It is said that.Alexander the Great had 
a soldier in his army who was also 
named Alexander. This soldier was 
cowardly and dishonest. One day he was 
brought before the general for some 
misdeed, and the general said to him, 
“Young man, you must either mend your 
ways or change your name.”—From the 
Teacher, S.B.C. Sent by Mrs. S. J. 
Beeker, Petersburg, Va. 


The Best Time To Tune.—When they 
had fasted and prayed, ... they sent 
them dway (Acts 13:3). Do not have 
your concert first, then tune your instru- 
ments. Begin the day with the Word 
of God and prayer, and get, first of all, 
in harmony with Him.—From Hudson 
Taylor, in Sunday Magazine. Sent by 
Hazel Thomson, Chicago, 


bd 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 
Barnabas, the Kindhearted 
(Acts 11:22-26) 

AST Sunday we studied about peo- 

ple who were working people, not 
rich; but today we meet Barnabas, who 
was a rich land owner of the island of 
Cyprus. Out of the surprise envelope 
take a man with a bag of money, for 
Barnabas sold his farms and (brought 
the money and laid it at the feet of 
the apostles, and the rest of his life 
story runs along by that of Paul, at least 
for many years, until perhaps as an 
old man, he returned to his old home. 

Barnabas was Paul’s companion on his 
missionary journeys. In fact, Barnabas 
was the man who first persuaded the 
Christians that Pauli was really con- 
verted, and he it was who befriended 
him, as he spoke boldly in the syna- 
gogue. 

Barnabas was with Paul in Lystra, 
where the people were determined to 
worship them, calling him Jupiter and 
Paul, Mercurius. He went to the coun- 
cil at Jerusalem with Paul. After many 
years, he and Paul disagreed about 
whom they should take with them on 
another missionary trip, so they sep- 
arated, and each took the young man 
whom they wished. That may have been 
God’s way of sending out two parties 
instead of one to carry the Gospel to 
* more people. 

Now what do we know about Barna- 
bas? 

First, he was rich, but he didn’t love 
his riches, for he gave them all to the 
Lord’s work. 

Then God’s Word tells us he was a 
good man, full of the Holy Spirit and 
of faith. 

He was a humble man, for he was 
willing to go with Paul and take the 
second place. He never tried to tell 
Paul what to do. 

He was a faithful, dependable man, 
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who served the Lord wherever he could 
without any thought of selfishness. 

Don’t you think Barnabas would have 
been surprised if he could have known 
that we would be talking about him 
today, almost two thousand years after 
he lived? He was faithful in his day. 

What about you and me? 

Do you children do everything you can 
for the Lord Jesus? Do you ask other 
children to go to Sunday school with 
you? Do you tell others about the Lord 
Jesus that you love? Do you give some 
of your money to the Lord’s work? 

Then I want to ask you some other 
questions. What kind of children are 
you? Do you do all your work as well 
as you can? Do you study faithfully? 
Do you help Mother and Daddy all you 
can? Are you unselfish about your 
things, playthings and such? Why do I 
ask you these questions? Because the 
kind of child you are tells me what kind 
of man or woman you will be. A man 
like Barnabas grew up from a faithful, 
dependable boy who could be trusted in 
every place. 

You have not heard very much about 
Barnabas, for his work was always over- 
shadowed by that of Paul, but God never 
forgot anything Barnabas did, and so 
God always knows when we serve Him, 
even in a very small way. Even the 
timid invitation of a little child, asking 
another child to come to Sunday school, 
or the child telling somebody how the 


. Lord Jesus Christ died on the cross for 


his sin, all these things God knows and 
remembers. 

A Christian like Barnabas is an en- 
couragement to all of us, for we never 
read of a sermon he preached, nor of 
anything wonderful he did. He may not 
have had great gifts, but he had great 
faithfulness, and if we depend on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, we may all have that. 

Children, never forget Barnabas. Be 
as faithful and unselfish as he was. 

Fe.tTon, CALIF, 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 748) 


1. Because of his gracious, generous char- 
acter. The Greek equivalent of the name 
(Acts 4:36) is related to “Comforter” in 
John 14:16, and “advocate” in 1 John 2:1. 


2. By his generous disposal of real estate 
to meet the needs of the church (4:37). 


3. It stirred the envy and covetousness of 
Ananias and Sapphira, and made hypocrites 
of them (5:1-10). 

4. The new, Gentile church 
(11:19-26). 


5. More rigid Jews among the believers at 
Jerusalem would have condemned the work 
as unorthodox, unauthorized, and unlawful. 
The conference of Acts 15 had not yet taken 
place. 


6. It was Barnabas who secured him the 
hand of fellowship in Jerusalem (9:26-28); 
and it was Barnabas that introduced him to 
his first official place in the ministry (11: 
25, 26). 


7. After his years as a persecutor, Saul 
was regarded as a spy, pretending conver- 
sion to gain knowledge against the saints. 


in Antioch 





(13) 753 


MISSIONARY TEACHERS NEEDED 


at Baptist Mountain Mission Institute. One 
high school teacher and one primary. 


Address: 


Wm. W. Clarke, Trustee SKY, Ky. 


SAVE BY MAIL 


Fine colored woven striped shirtings 
For Blouses, Shirts, Dresses 
35 to 36 inches. Sanforized. 98 cents per yard. 
Write for samples 
DORIS - LOUISE FABRICS 
P. 0. BOX 342 MORRISTOWN, NEW JERSEY 
CHRISTIAN 


5000 Workers WANTED 


to sell Bibles, Testaments, good books, hand- 
some Scripture mottoes, Scripture calendars, 
greeting cards. Good commission. Send for 
free catalog and price list. 


GEORGE W. NOBLE, The Christian Co. 
Dept. 6-M Pontiac Bldg. CHICAGO 5, ILL. 


Old Fashioned Revival 























CHARLES E. FULLER, Director 
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SAMPLE 


SCRIPTURE PRESS 
RECORD SYSTEM 


It’sNew! It providesCOMPLETE 
Sunday School records for every 
person and for every purpose! 
All the information any Sunday 
School needs, with a minimum of 
fuss and expense! 


MAIL COUPON BELOW AT ONCE! 








Yes send me the FREE SAMPLE 
*** PACKET at once on the new 
SCRIPTURE PRESS RECORD SYSTEM. 


My Name Is 
No. and Street. 
City 











City Zone__State. 








SCRIPTURE 


DEPT. SER-BB 434 SOUTH WABASH, 


rar es 


CHICAGO $, KLLINGIS 
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Whoody Bible SInetituts 


An interdenominational, tuition-free Bible 
school, training men and women for all 
types of Christion service, Seven courses. 
Write for details Dept. $ 1036 | 

153 INSTITUTE PLACE @ CHICAGO 10 








Representatives Wanted 








SSS 


EARN money by selling beautifully 
bound and famous Bibles to your friends 
and neighbors. Large and well-known 
Bible publisher wants representatives in 
many localities. 

Write Box 28 





Station O - - - New York 





When answering advertisements, will you 
please mention The Sunday School Times? 








COAST TO COAST» EVERY TUESDAY MORNING 
Presented by 
CLUB ALUMINUM PRODUCTS CO.—Chicago 14, Ih. 











WANTED AT THE 


CHRISTIAN SANATORIUM 


Wyckoff, New Jersey 


Young men and young women to 
a our Fall Classes for Mental 
ursing. 


Home surroundings, good salaries, 
churches in immediate vicinity. 


Several openings for graduate 
nurses. 


Write to Director of Nurses 














| SOUTHEASTERN 
Offers You 


Training for Christian service on a high 
academic level, coupled with deep spirit- 
ual life and wholesome fellowship on a 
beautiful nine acre campus. 
e General Bible Course (3 years, 
diploma) 
e Pastors’ and Missionary Course 
(4 years, Th.B.) 
Send for catalog 
SOUTHEASTERN BIBLE SCHOOL 


Charles Seidenspinner, President 
1401 S, 29th Street Birmingham 5, Alabame 
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8. His knowledge of Saul’s ability and zeal 
and Greek sympathies assured him that Saul 
was the right man for this Greek church. 
Barnabas doubtless knew of Saul's call to 
the Gentiles (22:17-21). 

9. In yielding him. the place of leadership 
on the first missionary journey (13:2, 13). 


10. To John Mark, who at first failed, and 
afterward made good (13:13; 15:36-39; 2 Tim. 
4:11). ; 

11. He always saw “the grace of God” (11: 
23). 

ve 


A New Bible for Young 
Christians ~ 
(Continued from page 746) 


ingly minor task was the marking of 
the Bible for italicizing. Since the edi- 
tors felt that a prorouncing Bible was 
the need, Oxford set type from a pro- 
nouncing Bible. Unfortunately the italics 
that mark a word or phrase that is not 
in the original had not been used in this 
pronouncing Bible. Every word or 
phrase, then, that was to be set in italics 
had to be underlined in the Bible from 
which the typesetters were to work, 
Then, after the actual setting, came the 
reading for typographical errors. It 
would be impossible to say how many 
times the Bible was read, but of the 
many times, it was read aloud at least 
twice. 

This, though, is routine work. How 
is the “Pilgrim Edition of the Holy 
Bible” different from other reference 
Bibles? It is different, perhaps first of 
all, in what has already been mentioned 
—the simplicity and copiousness of the 
notes (there are more than 7,300 of 
these). To save space, however, the 
editors have endeavored not to repeat 
notes. Asterisks, or stars, are used 
throughout the text and notes to indi- 
cate that a note has already been writ- 
ten on that particular word or phrase. 
The place where this note appears may 
be found by consulting the index, where 
once again the note is asterisked. The 
completed Bible has seventeen hundred 
pages. Each book, where possible, has 
in its introduction, its writer, theme, 
key purpose, and outline. A very clear 
account is given, in the section headed, 
“About the Bible and Its Author,” of 
the inspiration of the Bible; its true 
Author; the writers; what is meant by 
“types”; and about the Trinity — how 
God the Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Spirit are one. 

“How We Got Our English Bible,” 
another section, takes the reader in a 
most interesting way from the original 
manuscripts of the Old and New Testa- 
ments to the modern versions of the 


Bible, and gives the editors’ reasons for | 


choosing the King James Version for 
the “Pilgrim Edition of the Holy Bible.” 
Here, also, the apocryphal books are 
discussed and the reasons given for their 
non-inclusion in the Bible. 


Young people’s interests have been 
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kept in mind by the editors, for ex- 
ample, the maps are illustrated; histori- 
cal events, and scientific and archaeo- 
logical findings are discussed in the 
notes; and a brief summary is given of 
the events of the years between the 
closing of the Old Testament and the 
opening of the New. ; 
More -than thirty men and women 
have worked as contributing or con- 
sulting editors. Among these are 
Archer E. Anderson, Paul Beckwith, 


‘William Culbertson, William Allan Dean, 


Frank E. Gaebelein, Homer Hammon- 
tree, Philip E. Howard,’Jr., Harry A. 
Ironside, Thomas Lawrence, Herbert 
Lockyer, Marie D. Loizeaux, Allan A. 
MacRae, Ciarence E. Mason, Jr., Ruth 
Hill Munce, Howard Oursler, J, Irvin 
Overholtzer, Isaac Page, L. Sale-Harri- 
son, Lehman Strauss, the late Reginald 
Wallis, G. R. Harding Wood, and others, 

The editor-in-chief, E. Schuyler Eng- 
lish, has spoken the thought of all who 
have worked upon this Bible when he 
says in its introduction: “The Editor 
considers himself and the Christian pub- 
lic most fortunate that the Oxford Uni- 
versity Press undertook the publication 
of the Pilgrim Edition.” The publishers’ 
work assures skilled and beautiful work- 
manship —a Bible that will be carried 
and used with pride. 

The editors’ greatest hope, however, 
is that the Bible, because it has been 
written with young believers in mind, 
will get into the hands of those who 
might otherwise never have a Bible 
with evangelical notes. We pray that 
in the lives of many fathers and 
mothers and small girls; in the lives of 
many young people; in the lives of young 
Christians, whether they be eight or 
eighty years old, this edition of the Word 
of God will be used of the Holy Spirit 
to help and strengthen them and to 
cause them to grow and be fruitful for 
the Lord. 

Oaktyn, N. J. 
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Then the Fire of the Lord Fell” 


(Continued from second page) © 


prayer, and so this holy exercise of life- 
long influence is neglected. When Elijah 
sought the return of the people to Je- 
hovah, he began where we must begin: 
“He repaired the altar of the Lord that 
was broken down” (1 Kings 18:30). As 
Elijah would not use the altar of the 
Baalites, but restored the old-time altar, 
so we need a nation-wide restoration in 
all our homes of the altar'of prayer. 

A strategic center for the beginning of 
revival is in the prayer meetings of our 
churches, It must be confessed that 


thousands of Christians never attend 
prayer meeting at all; and it is likely 
that such grave omission is indicative 
of the low ebb of spiritual life. What 
would happen if all Christians were to 
meet their spiritual obligations and at- 
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tend prayer meeting as they ought, with 
a real burden of prayer for the salva- 
tion of the lost, and a heart-longfng for 
revival in the cause of Christ? 


ESSENTIALS IN BRINGING REVIVAL 


We must refuse to have recourse to 
any substitute, even as Elijah would 
have no false fire. We must discount 
all difficulties, believing that nothing is 
too hard for the Lord, even as Elijah 
was willing to increase the seeming dif- 
ficulties by drenching the sacrifice with 
water. We must have an unwavering 
confidence in God, even like that ex- 
pressed in Elijah’s humble but reliant 
prayer. Our motive must be pure, seek- 
ing God’s glory alone, even as Elijah 
prayed, “that this people may know that 
thou art the Lord God.” And how glo- 
rious when we see the result, as the 
people with hearts turned back to God, 
and prostrate before Him, acknowledge, 
“The Lord, He is the God”! 


ALL CARNALITY CRUCIFIED 


That which is the occasion for the 
crippling of millions of Christians is the 
lust of the flesh in its many expressions, 
Millions refuse to part with the sin 
which parts them from God’s fullness 
of blessing. Some sin is allowed in the 
life which hangs like a black cloud be- 
tween the soul and the face of Jesus. 
To the Romans, Paul wrote, “Let not 
sin therefore reign in your mortal body, 
that ye should obey it in the lusts 
thereof” (Rom, 6:12). The Holy Spirit 
thus places tremendous responsibility on 
the believer in those words “let not.” 
It is grand for people to be won to God, 
but they need also to be preserved from 
those treacherous things which cling to 
the life, and often bring compromise 
and defeat. It was against these very 
things that Elijah made provision. He 
was not satisfied in having the fire de- 
scend from Heaven, and the people fall- 
ing on their faces before God, and ac- 
claiming Him their God; but he insisted 
on removing that which had been the 
occasion of their departure from God, 
that is, the false prophets. Accordingly, 
the Baal prophets were put to death, in 
order that the Israelites might be safe- 
guarded in their revived loyalty to Je- 
hovah, and that their faith and steadfast 
witness among the nations might be 
maintained (1 Kings 18:40). 


SHOWERS OF BLESSING 

Elijah’s sacrifice has been offered; 
God’s fire of acceptance has fallen; the 
people, with bowed heads and hearts, 
have affirmed the Lord to be their God; 
the false prophets have been put away, 
no longer to constitute a menace; and all 
this has been leading up to the an- 
nouncement by the prophets, “There is a 
sound of abundance of rain.” The 
drought and the famine no longer 
threaten the very existence of the peo- 
ple, for soon the cloudless sky is filled 
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with clouds, “and there was a great 
rain.” 

It is easy to sing, “There shall be 
showers of blessing,” but we must travel 
the God-appointed way to fullness of 
blessing; and that is via Calvary and 
Pentecost; and in true humility crown- 
ing Jesus Christ Lord of all, as we for- 
sake all that is false, and cast out every 
idol, and yield up our hearts in full 
and glad surrender. 


How Lone Hatt YE? 


A dread neutrality amounting to an 
icy indifference characterizes the lives 
of many. They are neither on one side 
nor the other. In a crisis, one never 
knows just where to find them, or what 
to expect. Such are useless in the cause 
of Christ. It was of such hesitating, 
undecided Israelites that Elijah de- 
manded, “How long halt ye between two 
opinions?” Dr. John Kitto expressed 
his opinion in these words: “In the 
present case, his words were not aimed 
at the apostasy, but at the hesitancy, of 
the people—not at their idolatry, but 
at their doubleness and indecision, Un- 
der the old dispensation, as under the 
new, nothing is more abhorrent to God 
than a profane neutrality in matters of 
vital moment—than the lukewarmness 
which admits not of decided opinions’ 
(“Daily Bible Illustrations,” Vol. II, p. 
235). . 

“Less hateful are they to God that 
serve Him not at all,” said Dr. Joseph 
Hall, “than they that serve Him with a 
rival” (“Contemplations,” p. 285). Then 
let us remind ourselves of the pointed 
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Reaching School Children 
for Christ 


Summer camp time is here. A child 
must memorize 300 verses trom God’s 
Word to earn a week at camp. Each 
camper costs $10, and we expect 3,000 
in attendance this year. Pray. with us 
for the needed $30,000. Write for 


“What is the Children’s Bible Mission?” 
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word of Dr. F. W. Krummacher, “Whole- 
heartedness and determination in the 
divine life (is) a rare pearl,” and shake 
off dull sloth, that, by an uncompromis- 
ing loyalty to the person of Christ, this 
pearl may adorn our testimony to the 
glory of God, in this our own day and 
generation. 
Tue ENpD 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, September 12 


1. Priorities in This School Year 
(2 Tim. 2:15; Matt. 22:15-22) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 
T THE beginning of the school year, 
it is profitable to think about the 
apportionment of our time and energy 
to cover the various obligations and 
activities that must be cared for. Many 
problems and difficulties cah be avoided 
if we start out right, and that starting 
place is in a recognition of the fact that 
God already has a plan for each indi- 
vidual life, “For we are his workman- 
ship, created in Christ Jesus unto good 
works, which God hath before ordained 
that we should walk in them” (Eph. 
2:10). 

We sometimes wrongly get the notion 
that the good works which God has 
mapped out for us cover only so-called 
“Christian service.” On the contrary, 
His plan covers every detail of our lives, 
because even the simple everyday tasks 
must fit into the larger duties and ob- 
ligations if there is to be a harmonious 
whole. God’s plan for your life covers 
the place or places where you are to 
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receive your education; it covers the 
various activities in which you are to 
engages and it includes the allotment of 
your time for rest, for recreation, for 
study, for amusement, and for every- 
thing else. 
b 3 

The second important truth in connec- 
tion with priorities is that each of us 
can know God’s plan. James 1:5 tells us 
that “if any of you lack wisdom, let 
him ask of God, that giveth to all men 
liberally, and upbraideth not; and it 
shall be given him.” However, it is 
important to understand that those who 
are not the members of the family of 
God have no claim upon Him for guid- 
ance as to their life’s plan. Furthermore, 
they cannot understand His direction or 
be controlled by it. A simple faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ as personal Sav- 
iour is the first condition to knowing 
the will of God. A’second condition is 
a determination to do His will, the mo- 
ment we know it, and not a mere curi- 
osity that reserves the right to decide 
after His will is revealed. 


ye 

The third principle we should recog- 
nize in this matter of priorities is that 
every believer has a responsibility to do 
everything in his power to ascertain 
God’s will, and to meet with His ap- 
proval in all that they go. One of our 
lesson verses brings us this truth, for we 
find in 2 Timothy 2:15, “Study to shew 
thyself approved unto God, a workman 
that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the word of truth.” The word 
“study” means literally “give diligence.” 
We will not do the things of which God 
can approve merely by stumbling upon 
them. He has made it possible for us 
to know His will, but He has given to 
us the responsibility of seeking it. We 
do this by regular reading of the Word, 
and by regular prayer and meditation. 
These are two of the channels through 
which God reveals His will to us, and 
we cannot know it fully when we neg- 
lect to use these means. 


ye 

Fourth in this matter of priorities 
must be recognition that we cannot par- 
ticipate in everything, without spread- 
ing our energies so thin that they will 
not be effective anywhere. It is right 
here that many young people are mis- 
led. Abundant energy, the reluctance 
to miss anything, the desire to be popu- 
lar and “in the swim,” and inexperience 
in curbing our enjoyment, all tempt us 
to undertake more than we possibly can 
do well. Sooner or later in life, we 
have to learn to make a choice of one 
thing as against another. God intends 
that we should acquire this ability in 
a simple and easy way. If we are not 
willing to do this, then in the very nature 
of things, we must learn it the hard 
way—sometimes by failures at the 
very point we wanted to do well, by 
physical breakdown, or by bitter dis- 
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appointment. If we are willing to be 
simple enough to be guided by His eye, 
He will not have to use the harsii means 
of the bit and the bridle mentioned in 


Psalm 32:8, 9. But to be guided by His * 


eye means we must be constantly look- 
ing to Him for direction, and obe- 
diently following it. 


4 

Finally, in this matter of priorities, let 
us understand that we must learn to 
choose wisely those things that are of 
greatest value, or, in other words, to 
put first things first. Many things in 
life present themselves as very attrac- 
tive to look upon, but have no lasting 
qualities. We see others choosing such 
things and seemingly finding great en- 
joyment in them, and, short-sightedly, 
we select them for ourselves. We need 
God’s wisdom right here to show us how 
to make wise choices. He has promised 
to give this ability if we will trust Him. 

In Matthew 6:33, we read, “But seek 
ye first the kingdom ,of God, and his 
righteousness; and all hese things shall 
be added unto you.” The “these things” 
mentioned here are the things indicated 
in the context that unbelievers strive 
after, and give their lives for. Some 
of them are worth while, and God in- 
tends His children to enjoy good things 
in a measure, but trouble comes when 
we put them first and choose these things 
to the neglect of those that are more 
worth while. 

In our school year, we shall undoubt- 
edly be faced with the temptation to 
study or work on the Lord’s Day. There 
will be occasions when it will seem al- 
most. absolutely necessary to do so. 
What are we going to do? Are we going 
to honor Him, and put His things first, 
or are we going to put something else, 
good enough in itself, in the place that 
belongs to Him? 

We shall undoubtedly be tempted to 
neglect our daily prayer time and Bible 
reading. It may be that fear of the ridi- 
cule or disapproval of a roommate, or 
presstre of duties, or the desire to get 
a few moments more sleep will be the 
entering wedge in such neglect. Do we 
dare to trust God with our popularity 
or with our grades and refuse to let 
anything draw us away or cut short 
our time for prayer and the reading of 
the Word? 

Perhaps the temptation may come to 
us to abandon all Christian service dur- 
ing the school.year, on the plea that our 
time is so, limited and that we must de- 
vote all our energies to study and work. 
May we hear clearly the Lord’s reminder 
to render to Cesar his things, but not 
to forget to render also to God the 
things that are God’s (Matt, 22:15-22). 


4 
But some of us will not have to de- 
cide in matters of priority in the school 
year because this year will not mean 
going away to school for us. It may be 
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that we will be sticking to the job in 
the office or in the shop. But even if 
this be so, we shall have temptations, 
just the same, to neglect the worthwhile 
and important things and to give our 
time and energy to something that, while 
not harmful in itself, may lead us away 
from God’s plan for us. God’s Word to 
us is, “Them that honour me I will 
honour” (1 Sam. 2:30). If we are will- 
ing, at any cost, to put Him first, He 
will honor us, and reward us in ways 
that we cannot imagine. He may not 
entrust us with great wealth, but we 
shall have enough ‘for our needs. He 
may not call us to do some great work 
for Him, but we can have joy and satis- 
faction and success in the work He has 
planned for us. Will you put Him first, 
at any cost? 
PHILADELPHIA, 


The Proper Form in Prayer 
(Continued from second page) 


maketh intercession for us with groan- 
ings which cannot be uttered. And he 
that searcheth the hearts knoweth what 
is the mind of the Spirit, because he 
maketh intercession for the saints ac- 
cording to the will of God” (Rom. 8: 
26, 27). 

It is thus clear that the most Scrip- 
tural form of prayer is to. pray to God 
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A well-known Christian organization needs 
4 or 5 field representatives at once. 
with business experience who have been 
active in Christian work, or pastors with 
previous business experience will in this 
work find a field that will challenge them, 
Applicants must own a good car, be between 
30 and 50 years of age, and in good health. 
Write The Sunday School Times, Adv. No. 
650, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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For the peace of the world, the Slavonic nations 


must be evangelized ! 
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facing the world! 
face this task squarely and bravely! 


Do your share through the Ukrainian Missionary 
and Bible Society, Inc., which maintains the only 
UKRAINIAN BIBLE INSTITUTE in the world for 
training missionaries for Ukrainian and other Sla- 
vonic peoples, carries a wide radio ministry, has 
missionaries in Europe, South and North America, 





UKRAINE—the most strategic Gospel 
ield in Europe 


prints and distributes religious literature, and carries direct relief work to the 
needy and distressed refugees throughout Europe. 
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will give this book to anyone sending 
in FIVE NEW twenty-two weeks 
subscriptions to the TIMES at $1 each. 





In THe Sunpay Scnoo. Tres 
of April 24th of this year the 
President and Editor, Dr. Philip 
E. Howard, Jy., reviewing this 
remarkable book, among other 
things, said: 

“Dr. Smith’s new book should 
arouse the most phlegmatic and 
conservative reader. This is not 
because he sets dates for the ful- 
fillment of Bible prophecies, or 
gives fantastic interpretations of 
crucial passages of Scripture; but 
rather because of the great mass 
of facts he has gathered from 
authoritative sources on the 
latest developments in atomic 
physics, and the sober and schol- 
arly commentaries on important 
passages which he has drawn 
from the whole of Christian lit- 
erature, from the Church Fathers 
to our present day. 

“The note of triumph that one 
would expect in such a book by 
Dr. Smith is found in his last 
chapter, ‘Victory in Christ.’ He 
stresses ‘the absolute pre-emi- 
nence and sufficiency of the Lord 
Jesus Christ,’ and the need for 
holding fast to the Bible in these 
perilous times. He holds out the 
‘Blessed Hope’ of the Lord’s re- 
turn as the hope of this world 
and every believer. 


“Christian people should be 
grateful to Dr. Wilbur Smith for 
the fine work he has done in ex- 
plaining atomic power in lan- 
guage that the average reader 
can understand; in relating the 
events and inventions of the last 
three years to important Bible 
passages which give us some light 
on them; and for his challenge to 
remember that ‘we have also 
a more sure word of prophecy; 
whereunto ye do well that ye 
take heed, as unto a light that 
shineth in a dark place, until the 
day dawn, and the day star arise 
in your hearts’ (2 Pet. 1:19).” 


This offer applies only to subscriptions in the United States. 


A post card mentioning this offer will bring you some sample 
copies of the TIMES, an order blank, and circulars. 


When you obtain FIVE subscriptions send the names and 
addresses (with zone numbers) with a remittance of $5. Upon 
receipt, these names go on our mailing list and your copy of this 
unusual book will be sent to you immediately. 


Send all subscriptions at one time. 
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the Holy Spirit. It should be kept in 
mind, however, that praying in the name 
of the Lord Jesus does not mean simply 
adding His name at the end of a prayer 
in a formal or perfunctory way, for it 
means much more than that. True 
prayer in His name means that the one 
praying has been born again through 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and that 
the prayer is offered in entire submis- 
sion to His will. There must be a readi- 
ness to accept the Father’s will, and 
there was in Christ’s own heart when 
He prayed in the garden, “O my Father, 
if it be possible, let this cup pass from 
me: nevertheless not as I will, but as 
thou wilt” (Matt. 26:39). “Let this mind 
be in you, which was also in Christ 
Jesus: who . . . became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross” (Phil. 
2:5, 6, 8). 
ve 


With the New Books 


The Lifted Light. Edited by Anne 
Hazelton, (China Inland Mission, 237 W. 
School Lane, Philadelphia 44; 30 cents.) 
Annual reports can be dry. This, “The 
Story of the Year 1947” in the China 
Inland Mission, is not, for it is well 
edited and well written. The twenty- 
one chapters by missionaries on the field 
are cleverly woven about the theme of 
“The Light,” and they present different 
aspects of the work in China. There 
are thrilling stories of conversion, of the 
patient endurance of hardship, and the 
overcoming of great obstacles. The tes- 
timonies of missionaries and Chinese 
Christians are inspiring. Some of the 
descriptions of little-known regions are 
so vivid and well. written that they 
might have a place in books of travel and 
exploration, yet they are done in a far 
worthier cause, that of carrying the Gos- 
pel light to a people still in darkness. 
Those who want statistics will find some, 
concerning finances and workers, in the 
very fine introduction by the general 
director, Bishop Frank Houghton. The 
book makes delightful and profitable 
reading, and should challenge many 
Christian young people to think seri- 
ously of China as their field, and stimu- 
late supporters in the homeland to 
uphold the great work of the China In- 
land Mission with their prayers and gifts. 


The Disciplines of Life. By V. Ray- 
mond Edman, Ph.D. LL.D. (Van 
Kampen Press, 542 S. Dearborn St., Chi- 
cago 5; $2.) These thirty-one essays on 
the Christian life could not have been 
written by a novice. There is in them 
a depth of truth, a familarity with the 
Scriptures, a knowledge of human nature - 
and of God’s wise and merciful dealings 
with His children that can come only 
with the passage of years and the con- 
templation of life’s trials in the light 
of the Bible. These meditations are the 
ripened fruit of Dr. Edman’s long ex- 
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perience as foreign missionary, pastor, 
educator, and administrator. He has a 
gift for alliteration and a fine command 
of the English language. Beginning 
with “The Discipline of Discipleship,” 
and keeping the word “Discipline” 
through all the headings, he writes on 
such problems as Danger, Darkness, De- 
cision, Defamation, Desolation, Difficulty, 
Disappointment, Discernment, Discon- 
tentment, Disdain, Doubt, and Duty. His 
style is often epigrammatic, so pithy that 
the meaning grows when sentences are 
read over. All that he'says is supported 
by Scripture, with references, and his 
stories, illustrations, and allusions to 
Christian, and sometimes secular, litera- 
ture, are very illuminating. Many of 
these were chapel talks at Wheaton, and 
many have appeared in pamphlet form, 
Now they have been put together in a 
253-page book of convenient size which 
provides food for the soul and strength 
for the heart for a month of daily read- 
ings.. Stanzas from an old hymn, or a 
fine Christian poem are given with each 
meditation. 
_ Here are a few nuggets from Dr, Ed- 
man’s messages: 

“This is the discipline of darkness: 


Never doubt in the dark what God told — 


you in the light.” 

“Hereim lies the discipline of diffi- 
culty: to recognize one’s limitations and 
handicaps; nevertheless, to rise up and 
do the impossible in spite of them.” 


JoserH P. FREE;” 
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“The condemnation of Satan points 
constantly to the sin; the conviction of 
the Spirit, while not overlooking the 
stains of the sin, points constantly to 
the Saviour from sin.” 


b 


For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the Internationc! 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 
September 6 to 12 

Mon.—Acts 9:26-30. Barnabas Certifies Paul. 

PRAYER SuccesTions: “But Barnabas 
took him, and brought him to the apos- 
tles, and ceclared unto them how he 
had seen the Lord in the way, and that 
he had spoken to him.” Paul certified 
by the Lord was certified by Barnabas 
and the apostles. Like Barnabas we need 
to have a divinely opened eye to ob- 
serve those who are approved of God. 
Moody had this exceptional gift. Spir- 
itually minded people do, too. Pray that 
you may have the necessary discern- 
ment in all your social and family con- 
nections, because it means much to your 
happiness and fruitful service. 
Tues.—Psalm 37:16-24. A Good Man. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The steps of a 


good man are ordered by the Lord: and 
he delighteth in his way.” \ Yes, and the 
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Grades seventh through twelfth. Write 
John F. Blanchard, Jr., Headmaster 





BEN LIPPEN SCHOOL 
Asheville - - - - £WNerth 














LANGUAGES... 
nced reducing to writing —a thousand of them 


How can people hear without a preacher? 
What can be preached except the Word? 
How can it be preached adequately unless it be translated? 
How can it be translated unless the language be 


reduced to writing? 


Prayer requests: 


100 men and women to train, in 1948, for reducing 


languages to writing. 


Supplies to keep them and earlicr workers inthe field. 


WYCLIFFE BIBLE TRANSLATORS, INC. 


Wm. G. Nyman, Secretary 
Glendale 5, California 


P. O. Box 870 
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AND SALESWOMEN 


Pleasant, profitable, permanent associ- 
ation, with Christian manufacturer, of 
popular, fast-selling, California sport 
shirts. A large national organization, 
selling direct—to consumer. Excellent 
opportunity, too, for personal witness- 
ing. Write today 


HOLLYWOOD SPORTOGS, INC. 


2922-T Division Street 
Lo 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES (Lesson for Sept. 12) Aug. 28, 1948 


“stops,” too, are ordered for the good 
man. But let us not be mistaken about 
the qualities of the “good man,” Unless 
you find mercy and benevolence as the 
general character of a man, you may 
have serious doubts as té his goodness. 
Deeds disclose characters as thoughts do 
the hearts of men. Words even though 
they are good, unless they accompany 
good deeds, are like a house without 
foundation. Pray that you may have 
in your life-experience the clear provi- 
dences of God. 


Wed.—Amos 5:6-9. The Way of Justice. 


PRAYER SucGEsTIoNs: “The spoiled shall 
come against the fortress.” Justice will 





Elsie Anna Wood... 





No. 833 WITH OPENED CERTIFICATE 
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FOLDER CERTIFICATES 


For Enrollment, Promotion, Vacation Church School, 
and Recognition. 


Elsie Anna Wood, an English artist, spent 
several years in Palestine painting a series of 
pictures on the life of Christ. 
are reproduced in multi-color in this new series 
of certificates—each one appropriate to the age- 
group and certificate. 


Fifteen of these 


No lettering appears on 
the front. The simply worded in- 
terpretation of the picture on the 
back will be appreciated by pupil, 
teacher, and parent alike. 


The certificate itself (two inside 
pages) is hand-lettered in Old Eng- 
lish and Script, and lithographed 
in two colors. Ample space is 
provided for the pupil’s name, sig- 
nature of the teacher, superintend- 
ent, and minister, date of enroll- 
-ment, promotion or recognition. 


Just published - 5c ea., with matching envelope 


% THE COMPLETE SERIES . . . Number, Grade, and Illustration 


No. 826—Nursery Department Enrollment .. 
No 827—Cradle Roll Enrollment 

No. 828—Nursery to Beginner Promotion .. 
No. 829—Cradle Roll to Beginner Promotion 
No. 830—Nursery to Kindergarten Promotion 
No. 831—Beginner to Primary Promotion .. 
No. 832—Kindergarten to Primary Promotion 
No. 833—Primary to Junior Promotion 

No. 834—Junior to Intermediate Promotion. . 
No. 835—Intermediate to Senior Promotion. . 
No. 836—Intermediate to Young People Pro- 

motion 


No. 837—General Department-to-Departmen 
Promotion - 


No. 838—General Grade-to-Grade Promotion 
No. 839—Vacation Church School Certificate 
No. 840—Certificate of Recognition 


At All Bookstores . . . 


The Presentation 

The Shepherds at Bethlehem 

The Holy Family in Egypt 

Of Such Is the Kingdom 

Jesus and the Children 

The Feeding of the Five Thousand 

Jesus the Healer 

Jesus in the Temple (Twelve Years Old) 
The Sermon on the Mount 

The Call of the Disciples 


Jesus Stood on the Shore 


Nicodemus with Our Lord 
The Sea of Galilee 

The Hilltop of Nazareth 
A Hillside at Capernaum 


ABINGDON-COKESBURY PRESS 


triumph at last. Crushed to earth like 
grass it will spring up again in a favor- 
able time. Even Satan shall be bruised 
under the feet of the “seed” of the woman. 
God will see to it that justice is victori- 
ous in His people. Pray for patience to 
wait God’s time to justify your good be- 
havior before your enemies. 


Thurs.—Matthew 7:7-12. The Golden Rule. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Whatsoever ye 
would that men should’ do to.you, do 
ye even so to them.” The Golden Rule 
lasts longer and does much more good 
and is ultimately more victorious than 
any other rule known. The rule of gold 
is more in evidence today than the 
Golden Rule. But there is as much dif- 
ference between them as light and dark- 
ness. Goodness may look cheap — and 
is considered so by those who prefer 
selfishness — but it is like imperishable 
gold, and will endure forever. Pray 
that your feet may follow carefully and 
continually all through life the footsteps 
of Christ. 


Fri.—Luke 10:38-42. A Service of Love. 
Prayer Succestions: “A certain woman 
named Martha received him into her 
hbduse. And she had a sister called Mary, 
which also sat at Jesus’ feet, and heard 
his word.” Homes opened to the Lord 
Jesus will be blessed of Him and be a 
blessing. What we do for Christ out of 
love will not only please Him, but will 
be highly profitable to ourselves. It pays 
to entertain and serve the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Think of the age-long honor 
already given to Martha and Mary for 
their luve service for Him! Pray that 
you may have a clear concept of what 
devotion to Christ means and obtains. 


Sat.—Galatians 6:1-10. Good to All Men. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Let us not be 
weary in well doing: for in due season 
we shall reap, if we faint not.” Chris- 
tians have more opportunity for well- 
doing than they ean make use of. God 
has opened a very wide door for holy 
service to every child of grace. Oh, the 
good we all may do if we will! The 
opportunities are limitless, the benefits 
incalculable, and yet the will is often 
weak, and the soul weary. Pray that 
you may have your eyes opened by the 
Lord to the good you can do while here. 


Sun.—Psalm 1. The Happy Man. 

Prayer Succestions: “Happy is the 
man that walketh not in the counsel 
of the ungodly, nor standeth in the 
way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat 
of the scornful. But his delight is in 
the law of the Lord; and in his law 
doth he meditate day and night” 
(margin). God gives us reasons for 
happiness. Note the facts about the 
behavior of the happy man mentioned 
in this Psalm. If we go by God's 
Book we are certain to escape the 
Devil’s hook. Pray that the mem- 


bers of your own family may take the 
God-given road to trie happiness. 
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